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Some Lighter Thoughts (Before you get into this edition)

If you are having trouble with people parking in the church lot, perhaps put up a signs like: 
* CHURCH PARKING ONLY....Trespassers will be baptized 

* No God...No Peace.   Know God...Know Peace. 

* FREE TRIP TO HEAVEN!!!!!!!  (Details inside) 

* Come on in for a faith lift! 

* Come and work for the Lord.  The work is hard, the hours are long, and the pay is low.  * But the retirement benefits are out of this world!  

From The Spiritual Directors’ Desk

I've been reading "Blood Brothers".  This is the story of a Palestinian, Elias Chacour.  He is a minister and peace-making, Palestinian Christian.  Read the book!  

He quotes Isaiah, this is what the Lord says, "Maintain justice and do what is right, for my salvation is close at hand and my righteousness will soon be revealed.  Blessed is the person who does this...

As I read his words and learned how Elias applied Isaiah's message to his peace-making in the Middle East, I wondered how we can apply this message to our families, churches, and Emmaus community.This man, Elias Chacour, is so very committed to peace, that pleasing God and following God's instructions on doing what is right and maintaining justice - that he never considered doing the “me, myself, and I” way of living.  What would happen if we were all 'peace-makers'?  How would that affect our churches?  Our families?  Our community? The prophets made it very clear that God was requiring a true change of heart.  That message remains the same for us today.

How are we maintaining justice and doing what is right? Read "Blood Brothers" and then follow Elias' guidelines, and, we, too, will be blessed. 

DeColores,

   Jo Powers

Community Spiritual Director

THE EMMAUS CHRONICLES – Restarted !
The Emmaus Chronicles is a periodically published list of prayer concerns for Community members, families, friends, and associates. We have just re-started the publication of it his year. The Chronicles are published solely be email. If you have not yet signed up for the Chronicles, you may register to do so at the Community website at http://www.nwoemmaus.org. The spot to sign up for is just immediately above the “INDEX” of website pages, and below the box that says: ”Join the Northwest Ohio Emmaus mailing list”.  At this site you can register to receive other Community announcements, (Including the on-line Joyful Noise). If you want to send in prayer requests, please send them to chronicles@nwoemmaus.org.

If you previously received emails from the NW Ohio Emmaus Community, but they seem to have stopped a few months ago, that’s because you probably are not yet registered on our new email program. To receive emails from the Board, you will need to register yourself on our web site. Due to new laws regulating “Spam” and other unwanted emails, we regret we cannot register you. 

IMMEDIATE NEED FOR EQUIPMENT !!!
As has been reported at Gatherings and in other announcements, there is a real sense of urgency surrounding our need for an additional digital display projector (or 2) and additional laptop PC (or 2) for the Community. If we don’t have additional equipment soon, some teams are really going to suffer because teams need them both for their Weekends and their team meetings and practice time.  

We have 2 Emmaus Walks, 1 Chrysalis flight and a Kairos weekend all bunched together and only one projector and laptop. We could really use another projector and laptop by May 15. If you have an extra projector or laptop you are not using (laptop needs to have a USB port), please consider making a donation to the Community, or contribution to us for that purpose. Please contact Jeff Blair, at jblair@namsa.com
419-535-8846 or any board member if you can help. Thank you. 

NON-PROFIT STATUS OBTAINED

The Internal Revenue  Service has informed the Northwest Ohio Emmaus/Chrysalis Community that we are exempt from federal income tax under section 501 (a) as an organization as described in section 501 (c) (3).  This means that we can act as a non-profit entity and take advantage of these benefits. For example, this means that we will soon be able to mail everything to the Community at “non-profit” mailing rates, and avoid sales-tax, and other taxes. We may also, most importantly, accept tax-deductible contributions from the Community. Accordingly, if you have been worrying if any of your contribution to NWO Emmaus is tax-deductible, your worries are over !  So, if you feel called to make a contribution to help us offset the cost of a new digital projector  or laptop for “Powerpoint” presentations for Walks and other weekend events, you should be aware that your contribution for such will be tax-deductible.

LAY DIRECTORS ANNOUNCED

The Emmaus/Chrysalis Board has announced that LINDA WHEELER has been named the Lay Director for Womens Walk #51 to be held June 17-20 at Epworth United Methodist Church. 

The Board also announces that TIM BUNTAIN has been named the Lay Director for Mens Walk #44 to be held July 15-18 at Epworth United Methodist Church. 

Please start praying for Linda and Tim for guidance and strength as they prepare for this awesome work. Complete Team rosters will be announced later.

PRAYER VIGILS

To assist every Walk, Flight, or Kairos Weekend, the Community assists in a 72 Hour Prayer Vigil. You can sign up for the Prayer Vigil for each event at the Gatherings, or on-line at http://www.3dayol.org/Vigil/GetComm.phtml. At this site you will find not only ours- but potentially another 100 or so prayer vigil sign-up sheets for 3 day weekends around the world. If you sign up on-line for one of our prayer vigils, your name will be sent to the Prayer Vigil Coordinator for the Walk, Flight, or Kairos Weekend, who will then update he sign-up sheets. If you sign up at a Gathering on the sign-up sheets, the Prayer Vigil Coordinator will then note your name on the on-line page. It’s a lot of work for our Prayer Vigil Coordinators, but its worth it. 

UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES
May 9

Bryan Gathering at 7:00. Bryan UMC (When were you last there ?)

May 13
Kairos #2 at ToCI starts

May 16
Kairos #2 at ToCI Closing at 5:30. (Pre-registration required)

May 28
Toledo Gathering at 7:30. Epworth UMC  (When were you last there ? )

June 13
Bryan Gathering at 7:00. Bryan UMC

June 17
Women’s Walk #51 Send-off at Epworth UMC 

June 19
Women’s Walk #51 Candlelight at 8:00

June 20
Women’s Walk #51 Closing at 4:30

JOYFUL NOISE

There are two ways you can receive the “Joyful Noise” (other than being given one by a friend).  You can subscribe to receive a mailed copy, or you can go to the NW Ohio Emmaus website at http://www.nwoemmaus.org and read it. If you are on our email mailing list for Joyful Noise, you will receive an announcement when the Joyful Noise has been published to the web site.  

Our long-term objective is to publish the Joyful Noise in a traditional graphical image format on the web (rather than the text-only version we now publish on the web). So- if you have any web-based publishing skills, we could really use your help. All articles are already written for you and all you would need to do is to do your web master thing.  (But I digress).  

Community members can send information to be published in the Joyful Noise at joyful@nwoemmaus.org.  If you have been sending them to a different address, we would appreciate them being sent to the new address so that we might better separate incoming communications. 

If you have not yet signed up to receive email announcements from the Board, or announcements about the Joyful Noise, you may register to do so at the Community website at http://www.nwoemmaus.org. The spot to sign up for is just immediately above the “INDEX” of website pages, and below the box that says: ”Join the Northwest Ohio Emmaus mailing list”.  At this site you can register to receive other Community announcements and Emmaus Chronicles (prayer request) emails. 

If you previously received emails from the NWO  Emmaus Community, but they seem to have stopped a few months ago, that’s because you probably are not yet registered on our new email program. To receive emails from the Board, you will need to register yourself on our web site. Due to new laws regulating “Spam” and other unwanted emails, we regret we cannot do this for you. 

Emmaus Board  -  2005 (!)

Later this year five members of your Emmaus Board of Directors will have their three year terms expire. In the fall we will hold a community election to replace these individuals on the Board and new Board members will be brought into Board meetings and activities late in 2004 to allow a transition period.

This note is to solicit nominees for the Board. Please think about members of our Community that have been active in Gatherings or Walks, active in a Share Group, and wish to serve our community in another way. We have a wonderful Emmaus Board that cooperates, is spirited, loves to serve, and is fun to work with so we hope you can help us find candidates. We would like to place at least 10 names in nomination from across NW Ohio.

If you have a nomination, please send the name, phone number, and email address to me (jblair@namsa.com or 419-535-8846). We will contact the nominee to obtain needed information for the ballot this fall.

Blessings!

Jeff Blair

Board Chairman

Christian Road Rage

Two cars were waiting at a stoplight. The light turned green, but the man didn't notice it. A woman in the car behind him is watching traffic pass around them.  The woman begins pounding on her steering wheel and yelling at the man to move. 

The man doesn't move. 

The woman is going ballistic inside her car, ranting and raving at the man, pounding on her steering wheel and dash. 

The light turns yellow and the woman begins to blow the car horn, flips him off, and screams profanity and curses at the man. 

The man, looks up, sees the yellow light and accelerates through the intersection just as the light turns red. 

The woman is beside herself, screaming in frustration as she misses her chance to get through the intersection. 

As she is still in mid-rant she hears a tap on her window and looks up into the barrel of a gun held by a very serious-looking policeman.  The policeman tells her to shut off her car while keeping both hands in sight. 

She complies, speechless at what is happening. After she shuts off the engine, the policeman orders her to exit her car with her hands up. 

She gets out of the car and he orders her to turn and place her hands on her car, then handcuffs her and takes her to the police station where she is fingerprinted, photographed, booked, and placed in a cell. 

After a couple of hours, a policeman approaches the cell and opens the door for her. 

She is escorted back to the booking desk where the original officer is waiting with her personal effects and says: 

"I'm really sorry for this mistake. But, you see, I pulled up behind your car while you were blowing your horn, flipping the guy off in front of you, and cussing a blue streak at him. I noticed the 'Choose Life' license plate holder, the 'What Would Jesus Do?' bumper sticker, the 'Follow Me to Sunday School' bumper sticker, and the chrome plated Christian fish emblem on the trunk. 

"Naturally, I assumed you had stolen the car." 

Emmaus/Chrysalis Community

From time to time we are asked whether we have two communities or one, how Kairos fits in with our community, where do our collection moneys at Gatherings go, and similar questions. I’d like to share the position of your Emmaus Board on these subjects and seek your understanding, support, and/or feedback.

The Emmaus/Chrysalis organization is one organization. While there is a separate Board to operate Chrysalis, the money we raise at Emmaus candlelight or Emmaus/Chrysalis Gatherings goes into one account…for the benefit of the combined community. Chrysalis is effectively a standing committee of Emmaus and has a voting position on the Emmaus Board. The two Boards share equipment, share ideas, and cooperate to seek disciples of Jesus Christ. Chrysalis has a minimum level checking account to handle expenses for a Chrysalis Flight but presents to the Emmaus Board (just like any other Emmaus Board Chair) requests for funding or capital equipment and they are voted upon. Please be sure we all understand that Emmaus and Chrysalis are one.

The Kairos Prison Ministry has emerged as a growing movement in NW Ohio as well, and draws on Emmaus resources to assist in their yearlong efforts. Kairos is a potential 4th Day activity for those of you interested in prison ministry. Kairos is not a Board Chair of the Emmaus/Chrysalis Community, yet we support this ministry in a number of ways. Kairos has a non-voting chair on the Emmaus Board, we are coordinating dates of Walks wherever possible, we will share equipment when we can, and, of course, many in our Emmaus community are actively involved in Kairos.

Hopefully, this clarifies the relationships between these organizations. We all share a similar vision…seeking and developing Christian followers and leaders…through unique venues, and as such we need to be supportive of one another.

Jeff Blair

Board Chairman

SIGN LANGUAGE ?

We received a recent request for someone from our NWO Emmaus Community with sign language skills to potentially attend a walk. We have since discovered three women with such skills and, should the need arise, could request one of those three to assist a hearing impaired woman on a walk. Praise God that we could help!

On the other hand, (no pun intended - Ed) we could use 1-3 men with similar skills in the event we have a hearing impaired man on a walk. If you have signing skills (or know of someone who does) and are inclined to help if the need arises, could you let me know?

God Bless You!

Jeff Blair

Board Chairman

jblair@namsa.com
419-535-8846

"I Can Only Imagine"
Song Story

This is a song that was on the radio a lot last year.  Not just Christian radio, but top 40 too!  And I have also heard it led as a praise song during worship at Emmaus functions.

The lead singer and writer of the band “Mercy Me”, Bart Millard, wrote this song as a way to work through his grief over losing his father. Now, his song "I Can Only Imagine" is helping others heal too. 

The song is about envisioning heaven and our response to meeting God there one day.  The really moving part for me is the idea that, when we are in awe of God’s presence, will we be standing?  Or flat on our face on the ground?  Or singing?  Silent?  Dancing?

“Will I stand in your presence, or to my knees will I fall?  Will I sing alleluia, will I be able to speak at all?  I can only imagine, I can only imagine.”

This song didn't start out as a tool to help better connect people to their Creator, though. Instead, it grew out of the difficult questions Millard began asking after losing his father to cancer when Millard was just 19 years old.

"I kept hearing that clichéd phrase, 'your dad's in a better place,'" Millard recalls.  Friends would then remind him that if his father could choose to come back to Earth or remain in Heaven, he would certainly choose to stay there. "I heard that so many times after he passed away, and for a 19-year-old that doesn't really do it for you."

He struggled with how his father died and why it had to take place the way it did. And as he wrestled with this, he wrote down lyrics. 

"I used to write the phrase 'I can only imagine' on anything I could get my hands on." Millard says he did this for two reasons: "I did know he was in a better place and that would set me off thinking about what he was seeing. Getting strength he never had here and seeing things he couldn't fathom here. And it really brought peace and hope to me. At the same time, I really wanted to know, 'God, what's so great about there that he would want to leave me or not come back?' Call it selfish, but it's just being human."

So the song wasn't written out of some super-spiritual motive to move closer to God. Instead, it was written by a grieving son crying out to his Creator for some sort of cosmic answer to our age-old question…why do God’s people suffer? 

Millard stumbled across the phrase again in an old journal he was using to compose song lyrics for a 1999 CD. "In the journal I had written that phrase over and over and over," he remembers. "So I decided to expound on what had been in my heart for so many years. It was one of those 'God things' where it was literally written in five minutes...It was written in five minutes, but at the same time it was something that was on my heart for 10 years.”

The song eventually ended up on the band's 2001 CD, Almost There, and immediately began to strike a chord. In fact, the band got many responses from people who had lost loved ones or who wanted it played at funeral services.

It was funny to me how we had been singing this song in church for quite a while, and then suddenly it was popping up on secular radio stations everywhere in 2003.

Another great example of how God can use tragedy for His greater purposes.
May God continue to use songs such as “I Can Only Imagine” to remind us of His majesty, glory and love for us!

Ed Powazki

Assistant Worship Chair

Uplifted from Down Under

I had an interesting experience during October of last year when business took me to Australia and I wanted to share it with the community.  When I found out the exact dates for my trip, I went on-line and found the Emmaus Community in Adelaide, Australia. The Lay Director of the community e-mailed me and gave me all the dates for upcoming events in Adelaide that would occur during my visit.  The best part was they were having a Walk during one of the weekends I was scheduled to be there!  My contact invited me to send off, candlelight, closing, and being a good Emmaus person, he invited me to work the walk behind the scenes.  On top of all that, he offered to pick me up and take me to all the activities, which was great since those folks drive on the opposite side of the road. 

My schedule only allowed me to go to candlelight, but what an experience!  The Walk location was at a retreat center, which overlooked the city of Adelaide. The sanctuary used for candlelight sat on the edge of a hill. The congregation faced is a huge window with a large wooden cross behind it.  What a sight! The first thing the pilgrims saw upon entering the sanctuary was the cross followed by the Body of Christ with their candles raised high.  Candlelight in Australia was the same as anywhere else, a very moving and powerful experience for all.  The most moving experience for me was communion. I was asked to serve communion to the community prior to the arrival of the Pilgrims.  What an honor and privilege. All the way around the world, a guy from Toledo Ohio, serving the Lord’s Supper to our Australian brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Our God is an amazing God!!!!

Wes Johnson,

NWO Mens Walk #15

COMUNICASCHUN IZ IMPOTENT

Did you every notice that just a few letters out of a word can really change its meaning? It’s the same way when you only get part of the message. And when you are not on our email mailing list, you might be missing out on a lot of the message.

As many of you know, we started a new email program a few months ago to help improve communication within the NWO Ohio Emmaus/Chrysalis Community. The new program allows Community members to register to receive emails from the Emmaus/Chrysalis Board on any or all of the following areas:  1) General Announcements, 2) Joyful Noise, and 3) The Emmaus Chronicles (prayer requests). In order to receive emails from us, your must register at either the Northwest Ohio Emmaus web site- http://www.nwoemmaus.org, or at the web site for our email management program - http://visitor.roving.com/optin.jsp?edit=t&m=1011233811345.  The registration spot on the Emmaus web site is immediately above the INDEX to the web site. This is typically on the bottom of the first page or top of the second page you see when you go to the site. 

We were required to use a registration-based program in order to comply with the new laws designed to reduce the number of junk emails (Spam).  To receive emails, you will need to register yourself on the web site. Due to new laws regulating “Spam” and other unwanted emails, we regret we cannot register you.  Once registered, you can change your preferences at any time or even “un-subscribe” at any time.

The new email program is the only way we can communicate with you in a “bulk” manner. If you have not received any emails from us in the last month with the Emmaus Logo on the top, you can assume you are not on our email list. We would encourage you to register today so we can stay in touch. 

Thank you

A NEW DIMENSION IN CHRISTIAN MUSIC

Who-        Denver & The Mile High Orchestra 
Where-     Epworth United Methodist Church parking lot (rain- Family Life Center)
When -      May 21, 6:30 p.m. $10.00 per person 


It may not be the 1930's, but when Denver and the Mile High Orchestra take the stage, the audience is taken back to a time when big band was in full swing!
A tremendous horn section that can scream notes a mile high leads this compelling jazz orchestra. With trumpet in hand, reminiscent of the great Louis Armstrong, Denver sings unadorned vocals, influenced by vintage crooners such as Harry Connick Jr., Brian Setzer, and Frank Sinatra. His music defies standard age demographics reaching both the old and young alike. For some, Denver's sound is a step into the past while for others, it is an introduction to a new musical dimension with a Christian theme.

Chrysalis News

Volunteers Needed

The Northwest Ohio Chrysalis Board is looking for volunteers to help clean-up after the Chrysalis flights in June and July. All it takes is a few people to work 1/2 to 1 hour after closing.  If you or your share group would like to help with this task then call Dave Horner at 517-467-8267 or email him at

David.horner@tenneco-automotive.com.

He would love to hear from you.

Girls Flight # 11 Team List

June 25-27

LD    
Kris Jackson

SD
God only knows

ALD'S  
Erin Jackson


Carma Rittichier (also LDIT)


Linda Roose

MD    
Sheila Gruenhagen


AMD   
Beth Figley


Marsha Horner          


LOGS  
Jessica Johnson


Abby Kolodziejczk


Sara Myles          



Marilyn Waite

ATL   
Susanne Holbrook


Jan Locy


Vicki Mack


Abbie Roose


Christi Roose


Lana Shryock


Margie Smith

YTL   
Erica Bachelor


Casey Bostleman


Ariel Gnagey


Jackie Holbrook


Sarah Horner


Amy Jackson


Stephanie Ritticher

KAIROS #2 @ ToCI.

The next Kairos Prison Ministry Weekend is May 13-16 at Toledo Correctional Institution.  The Team listed at the end of this article needs the Emmaus Community to help provide agape love in the following ways:

PRAYER VIGIL:  It is very important to have continuous prayer during the weekend.  Contact any team member who can get you on the prayer vigil or simply register at this web site:  http://3dayol.org/Vigil/GetVigil.phtml?pvid=349&commid=126.  Then click on Sign Up for the time(s) you can pray by entering your name and location.  Please try to sign up for the prayer vigil by May 6, 2004, or as soon as you receive this article.

COOKIES:  Thousands of home baked cookies are needed to show agape love to prisoners and staff throughout the entire prison.  Contact any team member to get cookie information or the cookie monster Eric Ramlow at eric.ramlow@us.o-i.com.

GREEN AGAPE:  Although there is lots of volunteering, there is a cost of $125 for each of the 36 prisoners on the weekend.  If you would like to sponsor a prisoner in part or whole, contact any team member or Mike Nofzinger at nofzingr@powersupply.net. 

POSTERS:  Share Groups are needed to send letter size agape to Rick Brechmacher at brechman@wcnet.org.  If you would like to do a small physical poster, not banner size, contact any team member or Rick in the Toledo & Eastern counties; or contact Larry Zuvers in Bryan and the western counties at larryzuv@nscc.cc.oh.us.  All letter or poster size agape must be received by May 12, 2004.

CLOSING:  Anyone may attend the Sunday closing even if they have not been on a street weekend.  However, each person must have a security clearance form, which can be obtained from any team member or contact Allen Drown at Allendrown@aol.com.  This form is needed again even if you attended the November closing. Deadline for submitting applications is May 7, 2004.

TEAM MEMBERS:

Abner, Tom;  Sylvania

Ayers, Doyle;  Toledo

Bachelor, John;  Toledo

Ball, Bob;  Toledo

Barnes, Paul;  Metamora

Baxter, Bill; Van Wert

Beck, Dave;  Toledo

Bird, Steve;  Bryan

Brechmacher, Rick;  Bowling Green

Briskey, Loyal;  Wauseon

Bruner, Dan;  Wauseon

Campbell, George;  Holland

Cechner, Steve;  Sylvania

Coey, Rusty;  Liberty Center

Cox, Bill;  Maumee

Drown, Allen;  Maumee

Duvall, Steve;  Wauseon

Gaiser, Tom,  Bowling Green

Garrison, Neil;  Holland

Greenlese, Rob;  Waterville

Gruenhagen, Ken;  Wauseon

Haggins, Ed;  Bedford

Hernandez, Rudy;  Temperance

Irwin, John;  Maumee

Jeknavorian, Roy;  Van Wert

Johnson, Greg;  Bryan

Jones, Johnny;  Toledo

McFarland, John;  Archbold

Mejia, Mark;  Bryan

Miley, Tom;  Toledo

Moore, Roland;   Toledo

Moyer, Tom;  Bowling Green

Nofzinger, Mike;  Delta

Ramlow, Eric;  Waterville

Parrett, Tom; Oakwood

Schwallie, Joe; Toledo

Schweitzer, Tom;  Bryan

Sprunger, Nathan; Pandora

Steel, Dave;  Maumee

Traxler, Tom; Pioneer

Widmer, John;  Montpelier

Woolaver, Darrell;  Toledo

Zuvers, Larry;  Bryan

BOARD BYLAW CHANGES

Dear Community,

In an effort to keep you informed, we want to let you know that we would like to create an amendment to our Bylaws.  The Bylaws address standing committees by specifically listing board committees as Men’s and Women’s Registrar, Sponsorship, Worship, Outreach, Agape, Supply Coordinator, Logistics, Social, Kitchen and Men’s and Women’s Good Shepherd.

The current board has made changes to Social, Kitchen, and Men’s and Women’s Good Shepherd operating board positions.

1. The Social Chair position has been eliminated and the assignments split between Worship, Logistics, and Kitchen. Logistics will assist with Walk Send Off and Closing, Kitchen with Ice Cream after Candlelight, and Worship with Gatherings.


2. The Kitchen Chair has been divided into two positions: East Kitchen and West Kitchen Chairs. Having one Kitchen Chair to handle all of the walks in both Bryan and Toledo was a huge responsibility. Going to an East and West Chair will ease the responsibility of having one person purchase, find and contact volunteers etc. for all walks. Each Kitchen Chair is responsible for the Kitchen during the walks in their area and will help each other on remaining walks.


3. The Men’s and Women’s Good Shepherd roles have been changed to Fourth Day Good Shepherd and Reunion Good Shepherd. The Fourth Day Good Shepherd will collect and maintain Share Group information. This information will be used to find Share Groups to participate in Gatherings, serve on Walks, etc.  The Reunion Good Shepherd will encourage new pilgrims to join Share Groups. This Chairperson will meet with the team, encourage Table leaders to assist and follow up with the pilgrims at their table to see if they have found/joined/started a Share Group. The Reunion Good Shepherd will also lead and direct the flow of the Post Walk Reunion.

We ask that you prayerfully support the Board and if you have any questions or concerns, please contact any of us. In addition, per our Bylaws if you are not in agreement with these moves, you may submit a signed petition of at least 25 Community members so stating your objection, within 60 days of receipt of this notification and your Board would then put up the revised Bylaws to a vote or modify them accordingly.

In His Service,

Robin Campos

Secretary

Good Sponsorship – The Strength of Emmaus

Robert Wood and Marie Livingston Roy, authors of the booklet entitled “DAY FOUR – The Pilgrim’s Continued Journey”, write this about sponsorship;


“The strength of any Emmaus community is a direct result of that community’s recruiting practices.  If the community is committed to recruiting strong church leaders for the purpose of strengthening the local church, then the community will be a strong, vital force in the renewal movement.  If, on the other hand, the Walk to Emmaus is looked upon as a hospital where every human ill can be cured, it will have a weakening effect on the entire community.


Emmaus is designed to spiritually renew church members who, in turn, can Christianize their environments.  The church is a vital part of this renewal effort.  If strong church members are recruited to attend Emmaus Walks, the Emmaus community will provide authentic spiritual renewal.” (Page 51)

To help accomplish this practice of good sponsorship to our Pilgrims, Sponsorship Training workshops will be held before the Bryan and Toledo gatherings throughout the year.  These workshops will focus on the basic themes of good sponsorship including:

1. What is Sponsorship?

2. Who do I sponsor?

3.  Who do I not sponsor?

4. What are the responsibilities of a sponsor?

For all community members that have not sponsored a Pilgrim, attending a workshop is mandatory before you can sponsor a Pilgrim on an upcoming Walk.  For community members who have already sponsored a Pilgrim, attending a workshop is not mandatory, but is highly recommended.  Even if you have sponsored many Pilgrims, your shared experiences at a workshop would be very enriching to a new sponsor.

Training dates scheduled before the Bryan Gathering will be held at 6:00 p.m. on May 9th, June 13th,

August 8th and September 12th.  Dates scheduled before the Toledo Gathering will be held at 6:30 p.m. on May 28th, August 27th and September 24th.  We ask that you phone (419-636-3015) or email (bryan_so@nwoca.org) our Sponsorship Chair, Jane Whisler to reserve a spot at one of these upcoming workshops.  We look forward to your participation in the workshops as together we welcome new Pilgrims into our community through good sponsorship.   

Share Groups

While I have enjoyed many different aspects of the 4th days since my Men’s Walk (bible study, church involvement, prayer, and more) nothing has surpassed the marvelous experience of spending time every week with my Share Group brothers. We laugh (a lot), we cry, we reflect on ups and downs, we share the joys of births, the agonies of personal suffering openly and lovingly every week. Above all, we hold one another accountable…to our faith, to our families, to our church, to our careers, and to each other. I know I can talk about anything with these men and will get a heavy dose of council, conversation, listening, sharing, and unconditional love in return. In addition, we serve as a team together at Emmaus Walks, at Habitat for Humanity, to assist the Kairos movement, and to serve food for the homeless. What a blessing these men are.

It would be wonderful if everyone in our NOW Emmaus Community could experience this sharing experience. We know there are lots of active Share Groups in the community, yet we also know there are many in the community that are not in involved in a Share Group.

1. If you are involved in a Share Group currently, could you notify Jim Wagenknecht @ jim.wagenknecht@ohtole.ang.af.mil or 419-825-9998, or Lynn Alleman @don_lynne@webtv.net or 419-826-5491, and tell them the following?

· Members of your Share Group

· Name for your Group, if any

· Where and when your group meets


2. If you are not involved in a Share Group and would like to join one, please contact Jim or Lynn with your name, address, phone number and email address.

It is our hope to develop a solid database of active Share Groups and provide an easier transition for both new and existing community members to join in a Share Group.

“I Thought You Were a Christian”

So the next time someone says...........

"I thought you were supposed to be a Christian," keep this in mind!

When I say "I am a Christian"...

I'm not shouting "I'm clean living!"

I'm whispering, "I was lost,

Now I'm found and forgiven."

When I say "I am a Christian"...

I don't speak of this with pride;

I'm confessing that I stumble,

And need CHRIST to be my guide.

When I say "I am a Christian"...

I'm not trying to be strong;

I'm professing that I'm weak,

And need HIS strength to carry on.

When I say "I am a Christian"...

I'm not bragging! of success;

I'm admitting I have failed,

And need God to clean my mess.

When I say "I am a Christian"...

I'm not claiming to be perfect;

My flaws are far too visible;

But God believes I am worth it.

When I say "I am a Christian"...

I still feel the sting of pain;

I have my share of heartaches,

And so I call upon His name.

When I say "I am a Christian"...

I'm not holier than thou;

I'm just a simple sinner,

Who received God's good Grace, somehow.

RE-SUBSCRIBE TO THE JOYFUL NOISE - PRINT EDITION
MAY is the month to re-subscribe if you want to continue to receive printed copies of the Joyful Noise. (If you have already paid this year, and want to continue receiving a printed copy, please let me know so we can continue your print subscription this year at no cost.)  The Joyful Noise is published 10 times per year- in every month except in April and September. We mail the May and August copies to the entire Community to announce Board of Director candidacy (May) and ballots (August). So, if you have enjoyed reading this and have not yet subscribed for 2004, please subscribe now. The requested contribution is $10.00 per year, and any extra money we have left over helps in our various ministries. 

If you want to receive the Joyful Noise in print, and cannot make a contribution now, don’t let the requested contribution bother you. Please send in a subscription request anyway and we will still put you on the mailing list.  Our annual renewal of subscriptions helps us cover our printing and mailing costs and helps us keep our mailing list of Community members up to date.  

To subscribe, please send a check made payable to NWO Emmaus/Chrysalis for $10.00, (or write us a note telling us you already paid in 2004).  Mail to: Ken Switzer, 2511 Cotswold Rd., Toledo, OH  43617. 

