The

Joyful Noise

September 2004

Newsletter of the 

Emmaus and Chrysalis Community

“You are the light of the world.  A city on a hill cannot be hidden … in the same way et your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”

Matthew 5:14…16

 

Dear Community,

Have you ever experienced a Holy Spirit overload?  A Holy Spirit overload seems to be a good description of our Emmaus Walks for the pilgrims, team and silent servants.

This is a time when the Holy Spirit shouts "go and do______(you fill in the blank)" - so that God may be glorified.  But remember, often the Holy Spirit also shouts "go and don't do _______(you fill in your sin)" so that God may be glorified.

Why do we hear the Holy Spirit so loud and clear on our walks?

Could it be because we are so focused just on God and our faith journey?

Could it be because we have many Christians praying for us (around the clock for 72   hours)?

Could it be because we are surrounded by Christians?

Could it be because we are hearing and reading the Word?

Could it be because we are sharing and witnessing our God stories with each other?

Could it be because we are praising our Lord?

I suspect all of the above are the correct answers.

Our challenge for our 4th days can be found in Phil. 4:4-9:13.  We are to rejoice, pray, be thankful, submit our requests to God, keep focused on Jesus, fill our mind with good and positive thoughts and then God will give us peace and strength to do the "whatever" or to not do the "whatever" in our lives.

Take time in your 4th days to respond to God's "GO AND DO" and be certain to listen to God's "GO AND DON'T DO"!  The Holy Spirit will give us the power to accomplish both tasks.

 

DeColores,

Pastor Jo Powers

Community Spiritual Director

THANK YOU


We all recall that 200-250 people participated on our walk weekend to help our Pilgrims have a special weekend. These community members help on the conference room team, at Candlelight, in the kitchen, in logistics, as sponsors, on send-offs or closings, in creating and distributing Agape, for special music, or as clowns.


Did you know about the other dozens of silent servants to our Community that provide support throughout the year? I won’t try to name specific names (because I would likely overlook someone) but we have people who every month work at Gatherings as emcee’s or in collections, music, or baby sitting, or preparing the elements for Communion, or serving sodas. We have people who prepare the Prayer Vigils for every walk and servants who work behind the scenes to prepare the Joyful Noise or update databases. We have servants who prepare the lanyards for our Emmaus crosses. We have people who help in the selection process for lay directors and provide suggestions on potential team members. We have people who work in church offices that send out prayer concerns or community needs and reminders to Emmaus members of their Congregation. People who supply ice or work on sound systems for Gatherings or Walks. People who insure we have showers available for Walks, and those who move our trailer from place to place.


I could go on and on. I’ll bet there are 50 or more other “servants” in our Emmaus Community that provide their form of Agape, their unconditional love, in anonymity! We just want to say a huge THANK YOU and GOD BLESS YOU to all of those other servants that help the Community, the Walks, and the Gatherings run effectively for all of us. They are the true backbone of our Emmaus Community and we are all blessed by them.

Jeff Blair




*************************************

SPECIAL GATHERING


A Swanton Area Emmaus Gathering is planned for Sunday, September 19, at 5 p.m. at the Swanton Memorial Park.  There will be praise music, a 4th day talk, a meditation, and communion.  A potluck supper will follow.


Meet at the enclosed pavilion with a dish to share, a 2-liter bottle of soda, and your own table service.  Coffee will be provided.


Come for fellowship and fun for the whole family.  All Northwest Ohio Emmaus Community members are invited, as well as their spouses and children.  Also, anyone interested in learning more about the Emmaus experience will be welcome.


Questions??   Contact Lynne Alleman, NWO Emmaus Good Shepherd at 419-826-5491 or don_lynne@webtv.net 

MEN’S WALK #44

NEW COMMUNITY MEMBERS

Please welcome the following new members of our Community who joined with the completion of their Walk on July 18, 2004 at Epworth UMC in Toledo.

Sheridan Bilen- 
Central Mennonite

Brad Burkhart – 
Fallen Timbers Community

Mark Burton- 
Epworth UMC

Dan Camick- 
Ashwood Ave. Baptist

Jay Collins-

Maumee UMC

Jeff Davidson- 
Maumee UMC

Dan Durkin- 
Crosswords Community

Chris Ebright- 
New Start UMC

Scot Gregg- 
NW Christian Church

Rob Hatcher

Gerry Johnstone-
Epworth UMC

Greg Kosier, II- 
Cedar Creek

Jon Kundo- 
Delta Church of God

Jim Law- 

UMC

Lee Mann-

Waterville Community

Matt McMahon- 
University Bible Fellowship

Todd Mewborn- 
Crosswords 
Community

Jeff Miller- 

First United Brethern

Jay Myers- 

Hope UMC

Denny Noss- 
Clyde Christian Church

David Reiser - 
St. Paul Lutheran

Dan Sanderson- 
Aldersgate UMC

Keith Smith- 
First United Brethern

James Van Etten- 
Cedar Creek

Alan Wilcox- 
Maumee UMC

Mike Sopko- 
Clear Creek Church

Sponsorship Training Dates

Northwest Ohio Emmaus Community

2004

Are you holding someone in prayer to attend one of the upcoming Walk to Emmaus weekends in Northwest Ohio?  Do you have a pilgrim on the current waiting list for an upcoming Walk?  Do you have questions about your responsibilities to the pilgrim and the community when you sponsor someone?  These and other questions are answered in each of our Sponsorship training sessions held throughout the year.

For your convenience the sessions are held just prior to our community’s gatherings at Epworth and Wesley United Methodist churches in Toledo and Bryan, respectively.  Dates and times are listed below for upcoming training sessions.  You can come for training and stay afterwards to enjoy a time of praise and worship to our Lord as well as fellowship with other members of the Emmaus community.

Plan to attend now by contacting our Sponsorship Chairperson Jane Whisler by phone at: 419-636-3015, or by email to: bryan_so@nwoca.org.

Dates for training are as follows:

· Friday, August 27th – 6:30 pm at Epworth

· Sunday, September 12th – 6:00 pm at Wesley

· Friday, September 24th – 6:30 pm at Epworth

· Sunday, January 9th – 6:00 pm at Wesley

· Friday, January 28th – 6:30 pm at Epworth

Sponsorship is an act of love for God, for the prospective pilgrim, for the Emmaus community and for the church as a whole.  It is an act of agape making us instruments of prevenient grace.  Let us consider prayerfully the duty God calls us to as sponsors.

EMMAUS & CHRYSALIS COMMUNITY ANNOUNCING 

OUR 1ST (ANNUAL??) 

DECEMBER COMBINED GATHERING.

With Christmas Eve falling on the scheduled Toledo Gathering at Epworth, the church will be busy with 4 Christmas Eve Services. The Board has decided to have a combined Bryan and Toledo Gathering at a central location on Friday, December 17th.   Please pencil in the date and we will keep you informed of the time and place.  This will be a great opportunity to get together and share in one Great Gathering!!  Watch for more information in the next JN!! 

Blessings,

Robin Campos  - Secretary




*************************************

AGAPE


Do you remember your walk and all the Agape you received at your table or on your bed? Do you remember how it helped you to understand that there were a lot of people thinking and praying for you- and showing the love of Jesus Christ through Agape. Sadly, it seems that the last few Walks have seen a drop-off in the amount of Agape. 


This is a perfect opportunity to think now- “What are you doing today to help develop the Kingdom?”  And perhaps, you can help do so with some Agape for the next Walk. Don’t forget Share Groups are a perfect way to share in Gods love in this manner. Send or bring your Agape (ideally) at the send-off.          DeColores.




*************************************

IN MEMORIUM

Sadly we must report the passing into Life Eternal of Phyllis Lamb on July 23, 2004 after a brief illness. Phyllis was on the Northwest Ohio Women’s Walk #43. She attended Epworth United Methodist Church in Toledo. Phyllis was married to Parke Lamb who succeeds her. 
Board of “Servants??”

While talking with a number of active community members in the past few weeks regarding serving the NWO Emmaus Community Board of Directors, I discovered a few that were concerned whether they were a good “fit” to serve on our Board. It occurs to me to write a little on the topic for the benefit of all potential future Board members.

It is certainly true that our Board of Directors must be somewhat visionary in painting the picture of what our Community should look like in 3-5 years and working toward that vision. It is also true that there are tough decisions to make from time to time that can affect our Walks or the Community. On the other hand, both of the above are a small part of our jobs on the Board. Most of our time is spent in servanthood to God and the Community…as it should be.

We need Board members from all parts of NWO, from all walks of life, both male and female, with different talents, and with a desire to do the Lord’s work for our Community members. A Board member serves 3 years, with no more than 2 years in any one Board position. Our mission is to insure the Walks are always “the best ever” and to provide a wonderful 4th Day environment (through Gatherings, support of Share Groups, communications, etc). Ours is a labor of love…love for God, and the Community. If you love God and love our Community, you are a good “fit” for service through the Emmaus Board of Directors.

I have occasionally referred to our Board as a “Board of Servants” because we not some high level “special” Emmaus people…we are servants of God and of you, the NWO Emmaus Community. If you are asked to prayerfully consider the opportunity to work on our Board, it is because you are highly respected within the Community and are more than fit, you are an example to others.

Jeff Blair

Candidates for The Emmaus Board

Mary Krogman

H-623  S.R. 108

Holgate, OH  43527

Emmaus Walk #47 Table Elizabeth

Holgate United Methodist Church

I am married and God has blessed me with 7 children (3 boys and 4 girls). He has also blessed me with 12 wonderful grandchildren.

Even though my heart belonged to God before the Emmaus Walk, the walk helped me to clarify for me, the vital importance of sharing God’s love with others. The walk helped me to better understand that the main goal in my life should be to live a life pleasing to God by witnessing the “Good News” of Christ. Through witnessing and praying, we, as God’s people, can help to bring God’s Kingdom here on earth. I am grateful and thankful that so many people were willing to give their time and energy to make the Emmaus Walk successful.

Mary Krogman

_____________________________________________________________

Holly Sequin

7940 ½ Secor Road Apt. B

Lambertville, MI  48144

Emmaus Walk #50 - Table of Sarah

New Life Tabernacle- Petersburg, MI

I am been married for 9 years to Clayton. We have two children, Blake, 8 years old and Isabelle is 5 years old.

By the end of the weekend I had experienced things beyond my wildest dreams. I had no idea I was going to leave my walk a totally different person. I left my walk not only closer to God but feeling alive for the first time in 5 years. It is because of what God did for me on my walk that makes me able to work in the kitchen. So on my walk not only did I realize I am forgiven for the awful things I’ve done in my life but also I was given the opportunity to live comfortably and believe me I am forever grateful to God for that.

Holly Seguin
Barbara Zale

Greater Findlay Area Emmaus Women’s Walk #29, Table of Martha

Cedar Creek Church, Perrysburg, OH

Married to Dave, 2 daughters and 5 grandkids

My 3 days explained and planted in my heart just how limitless God's love is.  Until my Walk I wasn't sure how to fit in the church and where I stood with God.  Until then I always felt like I was on the outside looking in.  My Emmaus experience gave me a foundation to grow in my relationship with Christ and the body of believers.  It also gave me the desire to take this knowledge to those who don't know Christ so that they could know His grace and love.  

Barbara Zale

_____________________________________________________________

Alan Hall

MWOEMW #19, table of Paul (clap)

I serve at New Hope UMC, 2025 Airport Hwy, Toledo

(I live in Northwood)

Married for 6 years to Christine, we have two boys: Michael (18) and Robert (14). Chris and I have both served on teams this year (first team for Chris!), and have been able to bring those experiences back to deepen commitment to our home churches.

My walk to Emmaus has shown me that it's all about control. In my weakness, I try to be 'in charge' of everything in my life. My pilgrimage is so much easier, more joyful, when I swap my burdens for the yoke Jesus offers; allowing him to take care of my problems while I focus on my work for the Lord.

Alan Hall

_______________________________________________________ 

Tracy A. Szirony

Northwest Ohio Emmaus Womens Walk #28, Table of Martha

First United Methodist Church of Sylvania

Husband is Mike - Married for 12 years.  Three kids......Erin (11), Michael (9), and Mikayla (3) - and a new puppy, a Havanese named Shadow.  We live in Sylvania - a new house to us. (Lots of animals coming in from the woods which makes life interesting and fun for the kids)

What these three days meant to me...................EVERYTHING..........a new lease on life.  I grew Up in a Christian family so I have really always known God and what he can do in my life.  Life is nothing if you do not have faith in Jesus Christ.  The Walk was one of the three greatest moments in my life.........the other two were my wedding day and the birth of my children.  I truly felt the presence of Jesus for the first time in my life.........I always knew he was there......but I had never really felt his presence in such a powerful sense.  I found a peace in knowing that I would NEVER be alone.

Tracy A. Szirony

_____________________________________________________________

Becky Snyder

Southern Ohio WW #15

Florida United Methodist Church & Independence UMC

Becky has served in Southern Ohio as an Assistant Table Leader, a Table 

Leader, an Assistant Lay Director and a Lay Director.  She also served a 3 year 

term as the community Good Shepherd in Southern Ohio.  She was off the board 

for one year and elected back.  She was in the second term serving as the 

community assistant lay leader when her husband, Rick, was transferred to 

Northwest Ohio two years ago.  They attend two churchs – Florida UMC and 

Independence UMC.  She has been married to Rick for 27 years and has 3 adult 

children, Tonya age 30, Justin, age 26 and Tara age 23; they also have 20 

grandchildren.  

What did those 3 days mean to me? “In those three days God 

gave me the chance for a new life filled with His love and grace.” 

Becky Snyder

EMMAUS BOARD BALLOT

This is the official Emmaus Board Ballot.  Please take the time to vote.  Vote for no more than five (5).


___________________________________


Alan Hall


___________________________________


Mary Krogman


___________________________________


Holly Sequin


___________________________________


Barbara Zale


___________________________________


Marian Buntain


___________________________________


Tracy Szirony


___________________________________


Becky Snyder


___________________________________

Deadline is September 14th.

Ballots can be mailed to :

Ballots can be turned in the offering:

EMMAUS BOARD VOTE


at the Toledo Gathering on August 27th
c/o Jeff Blair





or

3846 Sulphur Springs Rd.


at the Bryan Gathering on Sept. 12th

Toledo, OH 43606




Ballots can be emailed to :




nwoemmaus@yahoo.com
PRAYER REQUESTS

Were you aware that the Community has an email based Prayer Requests and Concerns email program?  We send out prayer requests through our email system periodically to everybody who is on our email mailing list. To join this email mailing list, visit our web site- nwoemmaus.org and sign up. The sign-up spot is just below the “INDEX” to all the pages on the web site. You submit prayer requests to us through our email address- chronicles@nwoemmaus.org.  

At this same registration site you can register to receive the Joyful Noise and general community announcements if you so choose.  All email mailing lists are free and are not sold or given to other groups. Once you are on one of our email mailing lists you can “unsubscribe” or change your email address through a link that appears on all emails the Community sends out.  For security reasons, please do not email us and ask us to “put you on the list” as our email management system requires each “subscriber’ to personally register. 




***************************************

UPCOMING EVENTS

September 9

7:00 pm
Bryan Gathering at Wesley UMC

September 19
5:00 pm
Special Swanton Area Gathering






Swanton Memorial Park – All invited






(see above article)

September 24
7:30 pm
Toledo Gathering at Epworth UMC

October 10

7:00 pm
Bryan Gathering at Wesley UMC

October 14

7:00 pm
Men’s Walk #45 Send-Off (Bryan Wesley UMC)

October 16

8:30 pm
Men’s Walk #45 Candlelight  

October 17

4:30 pm
Men’s Walk #45 Closing  

October 22

7:30 pm
Toledo Gathering at Epworth UMC

