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For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. God did not send his Son into the world to condemn it but to save it.” 

John 3:16-17 New Living Translation (NLV)

In this edition, find:(In no particular order)

· Pastor Jo’s message 

· December Combined Gathering at Liberty Center UMC

· Bryan Gathering Change

· Kitchen and Logistics Updates

· New Board Members and contact info

· 2005 Walk Schedule

· Kairos News

Dear Community,

We get so excited about gifts, don't we?  We contemplate how our Gift might be extra special for each of our loved ones.  We look and search for just the right item, for the perfect gift, for the surprise gift!

I wonder how God must have envisioned the giving of his perfect gift of Jesus Christ to humanity.  "Have I got a surprise for you, Israelites!" Could there have been a 'smirk' on God's face as he planned our Salvation through the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus? SURPRISE!  SURPRISE!  The Messiah, the Savior came as a babe and not as a king with armies, killing, and cruelty!     

SURPRISE!  SURPRISE!  This gift is for all humanity.  In Christ, all are equal - "there will be no Jews nor Gentiles, no free man nor slave, no male nor female, (Galatians 3:28).  We are all one in unity with Christ. SURPRISE!  SURPRISE!  This king came to serve and to love.  This king has also taught us how to serve and love. SURPRISE!  SURPRISE!  

God's gift is free to all - BUT, to get that gift, we must reach out and take it through our confession, repentance, and acceptance of Jesus Christ as OUR Lord and Savior. SURPRISE!  SURPRISE!  God is in control!  God is directing each of us! God is still nudging, encouraging, healing, strengthening, and offering us peace through the GREATEST GIFT OF ALL - JESUS THE CHRIST. 

Steve and I praise God for the Blessings we have received.  We thank God for our church family, our family and friends and also for our Emmaus Community. Our special prayer for our special Community is that all of you have a VERY BLESSED AND SPECIAL CHRISTMAS!  

DeColores,

Rev. Jo Powers

Spiritual Director

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

REMINDER

Get your Pilgrim’s applications for February in as soon as possible.  With the Holidays the walk will be on us before we can think about it twice !!!

DECEMBER COMBINED GATHERING.
The December Gatherings for the entire Community will be held at Liberty Chapel on Friday, December 17th  at 7:30.  This Gathering will replace the normal Bryan and Toledo Gatherings in December.  
The Reunion Gathering from Womens’ Walk #52 will also be held immediately Before at 6:30 PM on this date.

Liberty Chapel is located at 9474 County Rd. V. ,Liberty Center, Ohio From SWANTON, go west on US 20-ALT, 6.2 Miles to SR 109, then go South 7.4 miles, then West on County Rd. V.  We are looking forward to seeing you there.

Below is a WWW link that will show you a map with driving directions from Swanton, Ohio to Liberty Chapel. You may need to hold the “CTRL” button down when you “click” on this link
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Music and Worship (Part 3)

Are you musically inclined -vocal, instrumental, dance, or other? If so, can you offer a little time to do “Special Music" during the Walk Weekends, or at Gatherings (Bryan and Toledo). We also are looking for persons interested in being "Music Directors" for Walk Weekends. If you are not ready to be a "Director", consider be an "Assistant Director" to see if you can handle it! 

We’re also looking for persons that attend the "Bryan Gatherings" to help in the following: 1) Contacting the Worship Leaders and/or being Worship Leaders, 2) Contacting the Special Music and/or being Special Music, 3) Person or Persons in-charge of setting-up and cleaning-up for the Social of the Gathering.  Once we get enough people interested this will be rotated so as to minimize the number of Gatherings you serve. 

If you are interested in helping in any of the areas above, please contact Pam Elting by e-mail (6eltings@cityofbryan.net) or phone #419-636-0395.  Please let me know your name, phone number, e-mail, and which position you are interested in, also your musical gift that you will be sharing.  Call if you would like to know anything at all !!!!!
YOU MAKE IT POSSIBLE !

A huge thank you to all who served in the Emmaus Kitchen this past year! I've enjoyed working with you and getting to know all of you.  It was a very rewarding experience to be the Chairperson in this position, and I look forward to one more year.  

The next two Walk's will be in Bryan at Wesley UM Church. The Men's Walk will be  February 17-20, 2005.  The Women's Walk will be March 17-20,2005. Sign up sheets for the Kitchen will be circulating for both Walks at the Reunion Gathering in December at Liberty Chapel, at the Toledo Epworth Gathering in January on Friday, 1/21/05 at 7:30p.m. and at the Bryan Wesley Gathering in January on Saturday, 1/22/04 at 7:30 p.m.  

Please feel free to e-mail me at lktriplea@cityofbryan.net any time between now and these Walks to sign up to help.  The sooner you sign up to help, the better your chances of getting the times that work best for you, and the sooner we know that we are covered with help. 

Remember how much you appreciated all the love and service that was given to you on your Walk?  Give some of that love and service back to your Community and to the upcoming new Pilgrims by getting involved in serving on the Walk Weekends and Gatherings, whether it be in the kitchen, Logistics, Agape, Worship.  We need YOU to make these Weekends and Gatherings possible.   

Thank you and God Bless,

Lisa Walz, Kitchen Chair / Bryan    

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

CLERGY NEEDED


Our Northwest Ohio Community is looking for Clergy persons to serve on Walks and at Gatherings. If you are a Clergy and can help serve as a Spiritual Director or Assistant Spiritual Director, please call Rev. Jo Powers at 419-825-2361 or email her at jspowers@gte.net. OR, If you know a Clergy person who might be willing to serve call Jo and let her know. Please also ask that Clergy person to call Jo. Thank you.

2005 BOARD LIST

Keep this List !  This is a list of the 2005 Board Members that you can call when the Spirit moves you to volunteer or if you need to contact the right person !  This list will be in effect in January, 2005

Spiritual Director
Rev. Jo Powers

Sponsorship

Tracy Szirony



jspowers@gte.net



tszirony@mco.edu
Asst. Spirit. Dir.
Rev. Rick Stuhmer

Sec./CoTreas.

Robin Campos



rickstuhmer@earthlink.net


rcampos@buckeye-express.com
Chairman

Jeff Blair 


Outreach

Bill Taborn


jblair@namsa.com



btaborn@netzero.net

Leadership

Steve McDaniel

Good Shepard-
Ken Switzer



emudawn@henry-net.com


Krs43617@yahoo.com
Agape


Becky Snyder 


Worship- Toledo
Marian Buntain



resynder@adelphia.net


mbutain@timarain.com
Chrysalis

Dave Horner 


Worship-
Pam Elting



horners@tc3net.com



6eltings@cityofbryan.net
Kitchen-Bryan

Lisa Waltz


Supply

Barbara Zale


lktriplea@cityofbryan.net 





Kitchen-Toledo
Holly Seguin


Database 

Jane Whisler



hollyseguin@msn.com

Management
      bryan_so@nwoca.org
Logistics

Alan Hall


Kairos (Ex-

John Irwin

(Walk preparation)
aahall@adelphia.net

(Officio)   j.irwin@buckeye-express.com

Men’s Registrar
Larry Woodring 

Wesley Liaison-
Larry Zuvers



LA3woodring@aol.com 



larryzuv@nscc.cc.oh.us

Women’s Registrar
Mary Krogman

Epworth Liaison
Laura Switzer




H623 St. Rt. 108


lswitzer@buckeye-express.com



Holgate, OH 43527

Ex-Officio

John Widmer



bishoboy@bright.net

“RETIRING” BOARD MEMBERS

The 2005 Northwest Ohio Emmaus Board acknowledges the tremendous contributions of the following retiring Board Members whose term of service will end as of December 31, 2004: Mark Christensen, Andrew Skiles, Loyal Briskey, Jim Currier, Lynne Alleman, Jim Wagenknecht, and Ed Powazki.




THANK YOU!

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

From the Logistic Chairperson:
There are numerous opportunities for community members to help “behind the scenes” to help make the walk happen for the pilgrims.  We are looking for several committee people who can head up certain tasks at Epworth and Wesley before and after each walk.  

Each committee person would be responsible for either working or finding people to work the task areas outlined below. Remember that share groups can sign up for a task together as an act of agape for the pilgrims.  

If you are willing to take on a committee persons role or would just like to be involved in this process, please contact Andrew Skiles at a.l.skiles316@juno.com 419-485-4265 or Allan Hall at aahall@adelphia.net  419-666-4983.

1. Wednesday night set up

2. Drivers for showers

3. Thursday during send off

Luggage angels

Food preparation, drink servers

4. Sunday during closing

Restore classrooms


Food preparation, drink servers


Clean up and load trailer.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE SPONSOR

The sponsor for a pilgrim to our community has a long list of responsibilities that extend over a long period of time – from several weeks before The Walk, intensively during the Walk, to several month after The Walk.  Sponsorship should be considered your first act of agape for a pilgrim.  Here is the list of responsibilities as outlined in The Emmaus Library book on Sponsorship by Richard and Janine Gilmore.

1. The sponsor’s first responsibility is to spend concentrated time in prayer in an effort to discern whom God wants you to sponsor.

2. Once you have discerned God’s will about whom to contact, your next responsibility is to continue to spend time in prayer.  Devote this prayer time to your potential pilgrim and yourself.

3. When you have discerned that the time is right, make an appointment to meet with the potential pilgrim.

4. Give your prospect an application.

5. Obtain the application back and see that all information is complete before submitting the application to our Men or Women’s registrar.

6. Begin preparations to request the personal agape letters for your pilgrim once he/she has been confirmed for a Walk weekend.

7. A few days before The Walk, contact your pilgrim once again to remind them about the upcoming Walk.

8. Take your pilgrim to The Walk site and assist with check-in.  After send-off, plan to attend Sponsor’s Hour.

9. Spend as much time as possible in prayer for your pilgrim during The Walk weekend.

10. Throughout the weekend of The Walk, check on your pilgrim’s family.

11. Attend the Saturday night candlelight service.

12. The sponsor’s responsibilities do not end with attending closing and taking your pilgrim home.  You are to take the new Emmaus community member to the fourth-day meeting and help him/her in joining a share group.

13. Bring the new community member to gatherings and introduce them to other members of our Emmaus community.

14. Teach your new Emmaus member how to be a good sponsor.

The Northwest Ohio Emmaus Board has set-up ongoing dates for sponsorship training in our community.  Upcoming dates for training include Saturday, January 15th at 6:30 pm – Wesley United Methodist Church in Bryan and Friday, January 28th at 6:30 pm – Epworth United Methodist Church in Toledo.  Contact sponsorship chairperson, Jane Whisler at: 419-636-3015 or email at: bryan_so@nwoca.org for more information. In 2005, please contact Tracy Szirony at tszirony@mco.edu.

36 CHRISTIAN WAYS TO REDUCE STRESS
An Angel says, "Never borrow from the future. If you worry about what may happen tomorrow and it doesn't happen, you have worried in vain. Even if it does happen, you have to worry twice." 
1. Pray
2. Go to bed on time.
3. Get up on time so you can start the day unrushed.
4. Say No to projects that won't fit into your time schedule, or that will compromise your mental health.
5. Delegate tasks to capable others.
6. Simplify and unclutter your life.
7. Less is more. (Although one is often not enough, two are often too many.)
8. Allow extra time to do things and to get to places.
9. Pace yourself. Spread out big changes and difficult projects over time; don't lump the hard things all together.
10. Take one day at a time.
11. Separate worries from concerns. If a situation is a concern, find out what God would have you do and let go of the anxiety. If you can't do anything about a situation, forget it.
12. Live within your budget; don't use credit cards for ordinary purchases.
13. Have backups; an extra car key in your wallet, an extra house key buried in the garden, extra stamps, etc.
14. K.M.S. (Keep Mouth Shut). This single piece of advice can prevent an enormous amount of trouble.
15. Do something for the Kid in You everyday.
16. Carry a Bible with you to read while waiting in line.
17. Get enough rest.
18. Eat right.
19. Get organized so everything has its place.
20. Listen to a tape while driving that can help improve your quality of life.
21. Write down thoughts and inspirations.
22. Every day, find time to be alone.
23. Having problems? Talk to God on the spot. Try to nip small problems in the bud. Don't wait until it's time to go to bed to try and pray.
24. Make friends with Godly people.
25. Keep a folder of favorite scriptures on hand.
26. Remember that the shortest bridge between despair and hope is often a good "Thank you Jesus."
27. Laugh.
28. Laugh some more!
29. Take your work seriously, but not yourself at all.
30. Develop a forgiving attitude (most people are doing the best they can).
31. Be kind to unkind people (they probably need it the most.
32. Sit on your ego.
33. Talk less; listen more.
34. Slow down.
35. Remind yourself that you are not the general manager of the universe
36 . Every night before bed, think of one thing you're grateful for that you've never been grateful for before. GOD HAS A WAY OF TURNING THINGS AROUND FOR YOU. "If God is for us, who can be against us?" (Romans 8:31)

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

FROM THE AGAPE ROOM

Just a few important reminders:

PILGRIMS: No items are accepted that are larger than a legal sized envelope. Give “Super Agape” to the Pilgrim on the way home.

A total of 65 pieces is needed for both Pilgrim and team agape. If you are just providing Pilgrim agape, 40 pieces are needed.  Pilgrims do not get individual agape before Sunday night.

TEAM: Team agape is around 25 pieces. Remember, team members receive letters EVERY night, not just on Sunday night. If you know a team member, write them!

BRYAN GATHERINGS

Bryan Gatherings are moving to a different day of the month in January. This move will assure broader participation in Bryan Gatherings as four of the Gatherings will be on nights that Walks are scheduled.

Bryan Gatherings will move to the third Saturday of the month at 7:30 PM from its prior time of second Sunday of each month. 

As Wesley United Methodist will host Walks in February, March, October and November in 2005, we will have our Gatherings immediately prior to Candlelight. The Board is aware that this change to Saturday my inconvenience some Community Members who regularly attended the Sunday Gatherings at Wesley. We regret this inconvenience, but pray you will still be able to attend on Saturday night.

2005 WALK SCHEDULE

The following is our planned 2005 Walk schedule. Please plan accordingly.

MW#46
2-17/2-20
Wesley 

WW#53
3-17/3-20
Wesley

WW#54
6-16/6-19
Wesley

MW#47
7-14/7-17
Epworth

WW#55
8-18/8-21
Epworth

MW#48
10-21/10-23
Wesley

WW#56
11-17/11-20
Wesley

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

KAIROS NEWS

Kairos Prison Ministry Weekend #3 at Toledo Correctional Institution – The Holy Spirit once again worked in a mighty way from November 4 to 7. All 36 residents were touched by Him in some way. Granted, the effect for some may only be a day or two and for others a week or a month, but for many of them it will be for eternity! Praise be to God! Thanks to all of you who showed these men that God really does love them by (1) baking and praying over those delicious cookies, (2) making the place mats for lunch and dinner (many of the residents took them back to their cells), (3) working in the kitchen at Maumee UMC preparing the meals, (4) participating in the prayer vigil (more than 350 people prayed 30 minutes each during the weekend), (5) being part of the 150 people attending the Closing Ceremony on Sunday evening, (6) making a financial contribution, (7) allowing the team members to meet and sleep at Maumee UMC, and (8) participating on the inside team (38 men). – Allen Drown, Weekend Leader

Kairos Prison Ministry Weekend #4 at ToCI – Although it is 6 months away, team formation for Weekend #4 from May 12 - 15 is beginning. Team meetings will held from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM on every Saturday prior to the Weekend beginning April 9 at Maumee United Methodist Church, with an overnighter on May 6 and 7. If you or someone you know are interested in visiting Jesus in prison (“you came into prison and you visited me” – Matthew 25:36) and in being on the team and / or would like to know more about Kairos, please contact the Weekend #3 Leader, Mike Nofzinger, at 419-822-4554, or e-mail him at nofzingr@powersupply.net.

IN MEMORIUM

With extreme sadness we report the passing into life eternal of Mary Kay Drudge (NWOWW#20) of Ovarian Cancer on Saturday, November 27. Mary Kay fought a long and courageous battle with ovarian cancer and never gave up hope. Mary Kay attended Northwest Ohio Women’s Walk #20 and was an active member of the Glow Girls share group. She was married to Mike Drudge (NWOMW #11). Mike and Mary Kay have two children, Jeff and Derek. They are long time members of Epworth United Methodist Church, Toledo, Ohio. We ask that all community members keep Mike, Jeff, Derek, and the rest of their family in their prayers
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