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A Little Help for Worship ?

If you are interested in being a worship leader for the gatherings or providing special music, please contact Marian Buntain by emailing mbuntain@timarian.com or calling 419-868-8822.  We are also in need of people to help with childcare in Toledo.  

Thank you for your acts of service.   

De Colores,  

Marian Buntain, Worship Chair – Toledo

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Men’s Walk #46

The next Men’s Emmaus Walk is fast approaching, being held February 17-20, 2005, and the next Women’s Walk is March 17-20, 2005, both at Wesley UM church in Bryan.   There are still many opportunities left open to serve in the Kitchen on both of these Walks.  The Emmaus Walks are  only possible when we,  the Body of Christ,  answer the call to serve.  The Pilgrims are blessed, the Team is blessed, and you will be blessed as well when you give of yourself to show God’s love to others.  Everyone is welcome, and no experience required!

 If you can offer some of your time to serve in the Kitchen on these weekends in service to our Lord, please call Lisa Walz at 419-636-8913, or e-mail lktriplea@cityofbryan.net.  

Men’s Walk #46 Pilgrims

Please pray for the Pilgrims of Walk #46

Eric Baer


Bill Clement


Barry Galbraith


Scorch
Harrington - St. Pauls U.M. Montpelier

Chad Kutzli - Central Mennonite

George Marshall III - Ashland Ave. Baptist

Jim Moody - Celebrate Life, Bryan

Steve Snavely - St. Paul's U.M. Defiance

Glenn Walker - Ayersville U.M. 

Rich Young - Celebrate Life, Bryan

Keith Barr - Toledo First 7th Day Adventist

Doug Carlin - Pine Grove Mennonite

Mario Flores - Oasis Church

Dave Gnepper - First U.M. Bowling Green

John Joy - Crossroads Community U.M.

Jim Lange - Crossroads Community U.M

Scott Livingston - Trilby U.M. Toledo

Matthew McClure - Great Commission Ministries

Wayne
McConnell - Epworth U.M. Toledo

Terry Somerville - First U. M. Bowling Green

Daryl Caryer -
Faith U.M. Bryan

Randy Kerr - River of Life, Bryan

Glenn Teal - Crossroads Community 

Doug Nolt - Ney Church of God

John Dillingham – Crossroads Community

Rick Velich - Crossroads Community

Dave Smith - Church of Living Epistles

Kim Hopkins - House of Prayer

Rick Janney - Crossroads Community

Mike Moore - St. Paul's U.M.

Board In Florida!

Your Emmaus Board of Directors held its first meeting of 2005 in Florida!  That’s Florida UMC thanks to the hospitality of Rick and Becky Snider. We are full of enthusiasm for the seven walks planned for 2005 and for continuing to work with everyone in the Community to have 4th Days full of Grace.

We though you might like to know some of the agenda topics, decisions, and work underway as a result of this first Board meeting.

· Calendar for 2005 walks, meetings, etc. including a full Community Holiday Gathering on December 9,

· Sign up sheets and assignments for kitchen and logistics,

· Sponsorship training,

· Clown training,

· Newly rebound songbooks for walks, 

· Cementing “contracts” with Wesley and Epworth on rooms, fees, dates,

· Building robust data bases for the community, for walks, for music, for silent service, for Chrysalis, and more,

· Obtaining Community sponsored Agape,

· Involving new pilgrims in the community as soon as they enter the community, and

· Updating Board bylaws in 2005.

Hopefully, all of you had joyous Holidays and are as excited as we are to make these seven walks of 2005 “THE BEST WALKS EVER.”

February Schedule

Ready? Set. Go!

4th Chrysalis Boy’s flight #10

5th Boy’s Candlelight 8:00 PM 

6th Boy’s Closing 4:30 PM

17th Men’s Walk #46

19th Men’s Candlelight 8:00 PM

20th Men’s Closing 4:30 PM

25th Reunion 6:30 PM


Gathering 7:30 PM

No Bryan Gathering, Candlelight only! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Northwest Ohio Emmaus Community Database

As the Northwest Ohio Emmaus Community continues to grow each year, the task of communicating with members continues to grow as well.  Keeping our community database updated will only be successful with your help.  If you or someone you know has moved, changed phone numbers or changed email accounts, I would like to have you contact me with the new information.  My name is Jane Whisler and you can contact me by phone at my home: 419-636-3015 or by email at: bryan_so@nwoca.org.

As we continue to grow, opportunities for serving in the community are always available.  Please let me know if you have a special area that you would like to serve the community in – board membership, sponsorship, kitchen, logistics, social, agape, team, worship, special music???  Where and how is God leading you to serve our Community?  Many workers are needed – before, during and after Walk weekends to make them successful.  Prayerfully consider the areas that God is calling you to and respond.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Share Groups or Reunion Groups Your Pick…

On Sunday afternoon of your Walk you learned about “share groups”, which are sometimes called “reunion groups” and how they play an important role in your “fourth days”.  You learned that share groups help you stay accountable to your commitment to Christ. You once said you are counting on Christ, and we know he’s counting on you!

If you are now in a share group and there’s room at the table for one more, please let me know. My main job on the Board is to help members of the Community to find a comfortable place in a share group. We are developing a master list of Share Groups and which groups are able to accept new members. I need to know when and where you meet.

If you are not presently in a share group please let me know that also. I’ll do my best to help match you up with a share group so you’ll need to let me know where and when you are available to meet.

And finally, we are seeking “Share Group Shepards” to help start new share groups. If you are now in a share group and can help us start a new share group, we would appreciate you letting us know so we can help start this process. If you have served on a team you know the good feeling you get from helping Pilgrims better develop their relationship with Christ. Serving as a Share Group Shepard will help community members, and especially new Community members better develop their relationship with Christ through the share group experience.

I can be reached by email- krs43617@yahoo.com or by mail- 2511 Cotswold Rd., Toledo, Ohio 43617, or by phone- 419-841-8008. I’m looking forward to hearing from you!  DeColores,

Ken Switzer, Community Good Shepard

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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BreakPoint with Charles Colson     Commentary #050111 - 01/11/2005
Beggar to Beggar: Saved by Increments
A leading intellectual elaborates on why he abandoned atheism. But, surprisingly, he says his reasons were not entirely intellectual.
British philosophy professor Dr. Antony Flew has been the subject of several Weblog discussions recently. Born the son of a Methodist minister, he embraced atheism at age 15 and spent most of his life promoting unbelief. Recently, he announced that evidence is forcing him to admit that a creator-God probably does exist.
To the extent that the media have reported Flew's change of mind, they have emphasized his cerebral cogitations, the "argument to design" logic. He reasons that DNA and other intricacies—as distant as the galaxies and as close as our own bodily structures—overwhelmingly suggest a wise creator-God. Several news dispatches mention that the Intelligent Design concept that several of my friends and I have championed has played a part in stimulating him to recognize God's "characteristics of power and also intelligence." 
But another major factor in Prof. Flew's change of heart showed up in his interview with Liberty University philosopher and historian Dr. Gary Habermas, published in the journal Philosophia Christi. Flew admires John and Charles Wesley, whose influence continues to uplift society more than two centuries after their deaths. Flew told Habermas, "Methodism made it impossible to build a really substantial Communist Party in Britain and provided the country with a generous supply of men and women of sterling moral character. … [Methodism's] decline is a substantial part of the [cause for the] explosions both of unwanted motherhood and of crime in recent decades." For Flew, God's reality demonstrates itself in the lives of people who follow biblical principles. 
I have found that the work that we do in Prison Fellowship to be our most powerful apologetic and witness. People can see the Gospel lived out, as Flew has done.
Flew also had long-term personal contact with C. S. Lewis. He recalls that while they were both on the Oxford faculty, they attended the weekly meetings of the Socratic Club, chaired by Lewis. Although Flew disagreed with Lewis on many issues, he remembers Lewis as "an eminently reasonable man." Instead of raising his voice or pounding the table, Lewis spoke softly and showed respect for Flew, earning Lewis the right to be heard. 
What lessons can we learn from Prof. Flew's spiritual pilgrimage, about how to witness to atheists and skeptics? First, we need to avoid an arrogant triumphalism—a put-down attitude that comes across as "I told you so! What took you so long to recognize what has been obvious to me for years?" Second, we need to demonstrate the Gospel every opportunity we have, showing our secular friends how Christian efforts create a better society. 
And finally, remember the principle of evangelism by increments. Many people do not accept Christ the first time they hear the Gospel. C. S. Lewis moved first from atheism to intellectual assent, and then later to saving faith in Christ. 
Seldom does somebody move all the way from atheism to salvation, as a result of one person's presentation on one occasion. When God gives us the privilege to carry the ball a few yards, that's fine: He often gets someone else to carry it the rest of the way across the goal line.
 For printer-friendly version, simply visit www.breakpoint.org and click on Today's Commentary. The printer-friendly link is on the left-hand column.

Copyright (c) 2005 Prison Fellowship
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"BreakPoint with Chuck Colson" is a daily commentary on news and trends from a Christian perspective. Heard on more than 1000 radio outlets nationwide, BreakPoint transcripts are also available on the Internet. 

BreakPoint is a production of The Wilberforce Forum, a division of Prison Fellowship: 44180 Riverside Parkway, Lansdowne, VA 20176.
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· Today's BreakPoint offer: Read Dr. Gary Habermas's interview with Antony Flew, " Atheist Becomes Deist: Exclusive Interview with Former Atheist Anthony Flew ," from the winter 2004 issue of Philosophia Christi. 

· Ted Olsen, "Weblog: Atheist No More, Flew Still Rejects Revelation," Christianity Today, 10 December 2004. 

· Alister McGrath, The Twilight of Atheism (Doubleday, 2004). 

· Art Lindsley, True Truth: Defending Absolute Truth in a Relativistic World (InterVarsity, 2004). Read more about this book in the commentary, "Absolutes without Absolutism." 

· C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity (Touchstone, 1996 version). 
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