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Jethro’s Big Day                    

ALL INVITED!  2 Programs to choose from.

April 21, 3:30-6:30 at Bryan Wesley UMC, Bryan, Ohio

April 28, 9:30-12:30 at Epworth UMC, Toledo, Ohio

After each program, enjoy a Potluck !

The scriptural reference is from Exodus 18:13-27 when Jethro, Moses’ Father In-law, admonished Moses for trying to do everything himself and encouraged Moses to appoint judges to assist him in dispensing justice. In the time of Moses, as is the case now, it was clear that getting others to help in a task is just a lot smarter than trying to do it all yourself. So, one of the objectives of “Jethro’s Big Day” is to help develop a Committee structure for our Community, just like in your own Church, to help us accomplish our ministry. 

While there are many activities planned for Jethro’s Big Day, the focus will be on forming committees to support the key work areas in our Ministry of: Worship, Agape, Registration, Logistics, Kitchen, Sponsorship, Good Shepherd, and Outreach. The Board members responsible for each area will discuss the responsibilities of their area and how a committee would assist in that area. Reservations are not required to attend either event. After each event, we will hold a Potluck. After the Bryan event and Potluck we will hold the normal Bryan Gathering. There will be no social hour after the Bryan Gathering this month.

Many speakers and other programs items will be on the agenda. This will be a very interesting day in the life of our Community. These programs will be helpful for new Community members, as well as long-time members to help learn more about Servanthood opportunities in our Ministry. We are all called to ministry. Learn how here!  No reservations are required. 
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PHONE CALLING TREE

Help if you can, but take the call from an Emmaus friend who should be calling you in the next few weeks. The Board of your Northwest Ohio Emmaus Community has organized a calling tree to call everybody in the immediate area to discuss with them a variety of upcoming events. In addition, you will be given a chance to correct the database on your address and phone. So, when somebody calls you, take the call in a spirit of cooperation and charity. If asked to help, consider this a servanthood opportunity you can do from home! 
**************************************************************************************

MESSAGE FROM YOUR COMMUNITY LAY DIRECTOR

As Men’s Walk #52 comes to a close and I see all of the pilgrims and hear how the last three days have changed their lives, I realize why we need to spend the time it takes to put on these walks and provide future pilgrims the opportunity to experience what each of us experienced on our own walk.  Sometimes I think about how much time is spent preparing by the team members, the board members spending time at meetings and other duties outside of the normal meetings and hundreds of community members who spend time during the walks helping out and wonder is this really worth it?  I always find my answer by attending the Sunday closing and hearing how Christ has changed lives once again and know that all of our hard work is certainly worth it.  As you have read our past Chairperson write many times, we do good work.  

We do indeed do good work and this work is done by many hundreds of people each walk.  The surprising thing about doing good work is it is done by a very small percentage of our total community members.  On any given walk, we usually have less than 10% of the total community that will help during the walk, attend send off on Thursday, attend candlelight on Saturday or attend closing on Sunday.  This is truly a small percentage and to think that we have close to 4,000 community members.  

The Walk to Emmaus strives to build Christian leadership that will allow new members to go back to their local church and serve well.  This service is critical for your local church and I hope that all of you will try to serve your church in some way.  After the expectation to serve your local church, we hope and pray that many will serve the Emmaus community in order to continue to hold six walks per year and provide this important opportunity to many new pilgrims that we don’t even know yet.  If you haven’t helped out in a while, I ask that you consider the call to help during the upcoming walks and attend candlelight and closing and the gatherings.  I truly believe that by attending these events you will be drawn closer to Christ and remember back to your own walk and see why it’s so important to continue to support the Emmaus cause.

As we draw close to Women’s Walk #60, I ask that you pray for the team and pilgrims on this walk.  Pray that this walk will touch the lives of the pilgrims and lives will be transformed before Christ.  Pray also that the team members will benefit from the walk and they will be renewed by their time with Christ (after they sleep on Monday).  

We also ask that you continue to seek out new pilgrims for future walks, because our waiting lists are becoming smaller after each walk and we need to have additional names on our lists.  

Come out and support your Emmaus Community and support Jesus Christ.

Dave Reiser, Community Lay Director

*************************************************************************************

“FOURTH DAY” – A MESSAGE FROM YOUR LEADERSHIP CHAIR

Do you remember returning home from your Walk Weekend?  Exhilarated, joyous, “on fire for the Lord” and possibly exhausted?  Did you have a somewhat challenging time returning to the “real world?”  Remember the discussion during the last talk related to the fact that “the world has not changed while we were gone?” I can clearly remember my initial fourth days!  Lots of energy and enthusiasm for the Emmaus Community – continuing the search for the new life I had found – continuing on my Christian journey.  


As I sit to write this article I am reminded of the three priorities of the Emmaus Community.  The first is to deepen the spiritual growth of pilgrims, the second – to deepen the spiritual growth of those in our own congregations, and the third - to let the light of Christ shine brightly in our families, neighborhoods, and workplaces.  What a challenge – but a challenge that can be met!  


Remember, Christ is re-presented to us on Walk Weekends.  We are told that whatever we do in love, even if it is the least task, we have done it to and for Him.  One of the joyous gifts of Emmaus is the opportunity to be with other Christians who have had the same most wonderful experience.  


Fourth days mean continuing commitment to Emmaus.  Attendance at gatherings, signing up for prayer vigils, preparing meals, assisting in the agape room, writing agape, setting up for weekend, and taking down after closing are just a few of the ways that continued involvement can occur in the Emmaus Community.  I thank you, and encourage you to continue your active involvement in the community.  If you have not been involved recently, think of your fourth days and the needs of the pilgrims and team members who are involved with each Emmaus weekend as they act to “deepen the spiritual growth of all pilgrims. 

Tracy Szirony 

************************************************************************************

TEAM FOR WOMEN’S WALK #60

MARCH 15-18, 2007

Name



Role


Talk

Valerie
Plouck


Lay Director

Perseverance 

Diane Schaffner

Spiritual Director
Means of Grace

Debbie Kaylor


ASD


Sanctifying Grace

Kathy Currier


ASD


Justifying Grace

Mark Holbrook

ASD


Prevenient Grace

Susan Roads


ASD

            Obstacles To Grace

Kris Beck


ALD


Priority

Melinda Gillette

ALD


Life in Piety

Chris Oberlin


ALD





Debbie Powazki

ALD


Discipleship

Joann Cousino


LOG

Kathy Gottfried

LOG

Jennie Vancil


LOG

Adrian Whitney

LOG

Beth Figley


Music Director

Rose Weger


Asst. Music Dir.

Amy Blankenship

Table Leader

Changing Our World

Lesa Exman


TL


Growth Through Study

Lynne Forsythe

TL


Christian Action

Dana Jamgochian

TL


Priesthood of All Believers

Deb Pym


TL

Karen Savage


TL


Body of Christ

Cindy Stanton


TL


Fourth Day

Ellen Gearhart


Asst. Table Leader

Misty King


ATL

Judy Kutzli


ATL

Amy Sickel


ATL

Jessica Short


ATL

Wanda Winslow

ATL

Betsy Zuver


ATL

***********************************************************************************

MEMO


I just want to remind the Community of the upcoming Women's Walk which will be held 3/15/07 through 3/18/07. Please keep the Team in your prayers, and also the Pilgrims who are known only to God at this point.

Also I would like to encourage members of the Community to attend one of Jethro's Big Days.  It is going to be a wonderful day of fellowship for new members and old, a day of learning the areas of Servanthood.  God does not call the qualified, he qualifies the called!!!.

 

Cindy Stanton,  Secretary-Treasurer

*************************************************************************************

FROM YOUR AGAPE ROOM

Thank you from Debbye and Lori for those wonderful gifts of agape you have sent to bless the pilgrims and team of the Men’s Walk! We were a bit short of agape for the Men’s Walk and really need the Community to step forward to provide. 

Are you interested in providing agape but not sure how? Plan to attend our Agape Fairs, which will be held at the Gatherings at Epworth Church on February 23 and March 23. We will have samples of agape from other walks, and lots of ideas of projects you can do! 

We will also have sign-up sheets so you can let us know what you are willing to provide. We will then be able to send email reminders  before the Walks . 

We hope to see you on the 23 of February, however if you are unable to attend and want more information about agape, we would be thrilled to talk with you! Give us a call!

Your Sisters In Christ,

Lori Fay, East Agape Chair: 419-829-5600

Debbye Hoffman West Agape Chair : 419-533-6212

************************************************************************************

DATABASE/SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION

Thanks to all those who stopped by the Agape Room in February and updated personal information for the database.  It will be available again during the March Walk.  Please take the time to stop by and check over the information we have and make corrections if necessary.  You can also contact me directly to have your information updated.   I can be reached by phone at

419-636-3015 or by email at:  bryan_so@nwoca.org.

Our database is a source for board members to find community members willing to serve throughout Walk weekends and at our monthly Gatherings.  Prayerfully consider those areas that God is calling you to help in. 
A quick reminder that in order to sign up for electronic notifications (Joyful Noise, Chronicles, etc.) you will need to visit our website at nwoemmaus.org.  Because of confidentiality and security issues, when you have an update for this information, you will need to take care of it yourself.  It may not be done for you by a third party.

If your original walk was more than a year ago, you may not be receiving the Joyful Noise on a monthly basis anymore.  If you would like to receive a hard copy in the mail each month that the Joyful Noise is published, please consider a $10.00 contribution to cover printing and postage costs and mail it to me at:  Jane Whisler, 108 Ford Rd., Bryan, OH  43506.  Include your name and mailing address.
********************************************************************************

DATES TO REMEMBER
NWO Emmaus WW # 60    



Bryan,  Mar. 15-18

Gathering, Epworth UMC 
    
                          7:30 pm,  Mar. 23

Jethro’s Big Day, Wesley UMC                            3:30-6:30 pm, Apr. 21

Jethro’s Big Day, Epworth UMC                  9:30 am-12:30 pm, Apr. 28
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