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DATES TO REMEMBER

Jethro’s Big Day, Wesley UMC             
 3:30-6:30 pm, Apr. 21




            


   Potluck     6:30 pm, Apr. 21

Bryan Gathering
           
                    7:30 pm, Apr. 21

Toledo Gathering
                               
         7:30 pm, Apr. 27

Jethro’s Big Day, Epworth UMC      9:30am – 12:30 pm, Apr. 28
                                                     


  Potluck    12:30 pm, Apr. 28
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Jethro’s Big Day

So, who was this Jethro guy and what is he doing in our Community?

Right now, he’s doing nothing. And we need to change that. And we will:

April 21, from 3:30 to 6:30 at Wesley UMC, Bryan, Ohio

OR

April 28, 9:30-12:30 at Epworth UMC, Toledo, Ohio

Many speakers and other programs items will be on the agenda. This will be a very interesting day in the life of our Community. These programs will be helpful for new Community members, as well as long-time members to help learn more about Servanthood opportunities in our Ministry. We are all called to ministry. Learn how at Jethro’s Big Day.

While there are many activities planned for Jethro’s Big Day, the focus will be on forming committees to support the key work areas in our Ministry of: Worship, Agape, Registration, Logistics, Kitchen, Sponsorship, Good Shepherd, and Outreach. The Board members responsible for each area will discuss the responsibilities of their area and how a committee would assist in that area. Reservations are not required to attend either event. After each event, we will hold a Potluck. After the Bryan event and Potluck we will hold the normal Bryan Gathering. There will be no social hour after the Bryan Gathering this month.  Childcare will be provided.

FROM THE COMMUNITY LAY LEADER

OUTREACH CHAIRPERSON IS NEEDED – The board of directors are still looking for a person to fill the role of outreach chairperson.  Due to a resignation, this position remains unfilled, but the duties of this position are temporarily being performed by IlaMae Maurer.  This position’s main responsibility is publication of the Joyful Noise newsletter.  The Joyful Noise is typically published 9 or 10 times per year and is mailed to the entire community 2 or 3 times per year.  This position needs to obtain articles from other board members and organize the articles into the newsletter.      

Is God calling you to serve in this role?  Will you pray over this servant hood opportunity?  Please don’t just dismiss this opportunity to serve the Emmaus community and to serve God.  I know that we are all busy with our lives and don’t think we can afford the time to take on another responsibility.  I do understand that for some of us this is probably true, but for the vast majority of us it is not true.  My first thoughts of being the community lay director went directly to the time issue.  How will I find the time to do that when I already have work, numerous family responsibilities, church activities and community activities?  Plus a person needs to sleep.  Somehow I have found the time or more appropriately, God has found the time for me.  We need to trust in God’s plan for us and follow his lead.  If you feel God calling you, then pray about it and listen for his answer.  You might be shocked at what he tells you!

As we move toward the month of April, we are moving toward Jethro’s Big Day events.  I’m praying that many of you will find the time to attend one of these two events in order to help the board bring back to life the committee structure that will function under the board of directors.  Just as I wrote in the above paragraph about time, please don’t dismiss these days as just another time that you can’t find the time to attend another Emmaus function.  These events are very important in the life of the Emmaus community and we need everyone’s support to continue to make the Walk to Emmaus a spiritual journey for the new pilgrims.  Pray to God that he will give you the time needed to attend one of these two events and to attend a gathering.  The time has come to start doing God’s will on God’s time.  I pray that the next time someone asks you to do something related to your church or Emmaus that you will take some time and pray about it before just saying “no”.  Don’t automatically shut the door on opportunities that God has opened for you.  Take the time to walk through those doors and see what’s on the other side.  It could be the best time you every spent!

Dave Reiser

Community Lay Director

SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
Dear Community,

We just came through the season of Lent, those forty days preceding Easter beginning on Ash Wednesday.  Many of us from churches which follow the Christian year view this season leading up to Easter as a time of fasting, penitence, and sacrifice.  While Lent has developed over the years to include this focus, the earliest accounts, historically, indicate that the focus of the days leading to Easter were times of intensive preparation of those desiring to become Christians.  These converts were to be baptized just after sunset on Saturday which was the beginning of Easter since they marked their days from sunset to sunset as did the Jews.

During their Baptismal service, they were anointed with the oil of exorcism, faced West and spat renouncing Satan, confessed their faith through creedal statements, took off their old garments, entered into the baptismal pool, which was fed with a steady stream of water to signify living water, immersed three times in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and then exited the pool receiving a white garment  which they wore for the fifty great days of Easter until the day of Pentecost.  The Bishop also anointed them with the oil of confirmation.  These newly baptized then joined the Easter vigil service which lasted all night through dawn and the early morning.  It was during this vigil that they received their first communion and instruction about this mystery of faith.

For them, Easter became not only a time to celebrate that Jesus was raised from the grave, but also that they too, through the baptismal waters, had died and been raised to new life in Christ by the same power that raised Christ from the dead.  Their lives too had been raised from the bondage of death, hell, and the grave.

The early Church took seriously their disciple making and expected a lot out of their disciples.  Are we as intent about making disciples?  (By the way, how many of us would have become Christian if we had to wear clothes for fifty days marking us as Christian?)  Christ the Lord is risen indeed!  Hallelujah!

DeColores,

Rick Stuhmer

NWOE CSD

YOUR MINISTRY CALLED EMMAUS

Are we not all called to be Disciples of Jesus Christ?

In Mark, chapter 1, versus 16-18, we learn of Christ’s call to his disciples to follow him. We have learned, have we not, that a Disciple is one who has responded to follow Jesus and become a “fisher of men” by giving ones heart in piety, head in study and ones hands in Christian action. As Disciples, we are called to be partners with Christ in his work and this work is called ministry. 

In the living of your 4th days, you are encouraged to continue to grow in your relationship with Christ and live as a faithful disciple in all aspects of your life. We know that an important and necessary foundation for faithful Christian living is maintaining a vital connection to the Christian Community for support and guidance. Certainly this is available to us through our own local Churches, through share groups, and through our Community Gatherings. But for us to continue to grow as Disciples we must also continue our individual ministries- our individual Christian Action.

Many of our Northwest Ohio Community members have made the “Walk to Emmaus”  “their” ministry.  This Ministry does good work and for this you should have warm feelings. The Northwest Ohio Emmaus and Chrysalis Community have now presented 110 Three Day Walks and 32 Chrysalis Flights. Members of our Community have also been active in developing the Kairos Prison Ministry program. We have touched literally thousands of lives directly and many, many thousands more through the discipleship of our Community members. We are involved in an active and vibrant ministry. Each weekend there are usually over 100 Walks going on in 25 or more states affecting the lives of hundreds of people each week.  

Many of our 4000 members are not active in our Walk to Emmaus Ministry today. Many have taken up the challenge of other ministries which they feel they may be better called to serve. And that’s great. We are all called to use our God given talents as best as we can to serve God and the World in which we live. I applaud those members of our Community who have used the foundation we have helped strengthen to become ministers to the world in other ministries. To those Community members who are “busy”, and have not made discipleship a Spiritual Priority, I pray for their growth in Christian understanding and ask you to help us encourage these brothers and sisters in Christ to become active in some type of ministry.  

“Jethro’s Big Day” is the next upcoming Community event to help us develop our Ministry- both as an organization, and as individuals. At the upcoming Jethro’s Big Day events, we will learn, among other things, how to be involved in the life of our Community through our own Christian Action- through giving of our own time and talents in the Community.  As you may know, we are involved in a redevelopment effort of the committee structure for our Community. Through committees, our Community will be better able to involve more of the Community in our Walks, in our Gatherings, and in development of share groups and our other everyday activities. It has become clear to all of us in some form of ‘leadership’ in the Community that we can not do it alone. Jethro was right!   Committees are needed if our Community is to do the work of the Lord well.  Attending Jethro’s Big Day is NOT a commitment on your part to join a committee. It is however the first step in learning where you might be able to use your individual talents in our Ministry called Emmaus.

The Cold Hard Facts…

by Ken Switzer, former Community Lay Director

I’ve never been accused or being particularly “sensitive”, and I have not really worried about being “politically correct”.  My family, close friends and business associates know I pretty much say what’s on my mind. I’m known for telling “the good, the bad and the ugly”.  It’s cost me a few times. I’ve upset some people. I have not always taken everybody’s feelings into account. And sometimes I regret my inability to say the uncomfortable truths in such as way that doesn’t offend people. So, I apologize in advance if this comes off a little strong.

But the fact of the matter is that we as Christians are just as guilty as everybody else in society sometimes for expecting somebody else to shoulder the burdens of society. We certainly want the good life. And as Christians we really want a righteous life. But sometimes I don’t think that we are willing to pay the price. At least, not all of us. Sometimes the burden has fallen heaviest on those who can least afford to pay.

I’m not talking money folks. I’m talking time.

All of us have the same amount of time. The Lord gives each of us 168 hours a week. It’s what we do with it that’s important. So, if this article makes you feel a little bit uncomfortable and you want to stop reading now, that’s good. You’re the person I wrote this for.

The Board of Directors of the Northwest Ohio Emmaus and Chrysalis Community is composed of 16 official and 3 ex-officio members. These are some of the hardest working people I know. Even the retired ones!  And I think this is true about all of the former Board members I have known or worked with. But they’re not miracle workers, folks. They can’t do it alone.

In the last few years it has been difficult to find qualified Board members because being on the Board in the last few years has been a lot of work. Some Board members have gotten “burned out”. In order to solve this problem, we’ve made several important changes. First, we split up the Kitchen, Logistics, Worship and Agape work areas into “East” (for Toledo walks), and “West”, (for Bryan Walks). Second, we reduced the number of Walks from 7 to 6. Part of this was because of a declining size of the “backlog” of Pilgrims. Third, we have resurrected the Committee structure to spread out the work. Serving on the Board should be an opportunity to provide Servant leadership, not Servant “do most of the work ship”. 

So what can you do about it?

All it takes is offering a few of those 168 hours every few months or so to help on Walks, or help get ready for them. I know you’re busy. We all are. But we’re not asking for a lot. Just a little bit of your time and your talents; whatever they may be. 

Our planned new committee structure will not ask much of any of us. We don’t expect our committees to meet more than 2-4 times a year. Depending on the committee, most of the work can be done on the telephone or by email. Serving on a committee should not mean that the committee members do all the work. We have collected hundreds of names of people who are willing to help on the “Servanthood Offering Forms”, but, somebody needs to call and coordinate the work. Somebody needs to organize and coordinate and give advice and counsel. Sounds like a committee need to me.

Your next opportunity to get involved, to learn about the work each committee will do, and to pick a committee, if you are so inclined, will be at “Jethro’s Big Day”.  There will be two programs to attend. The program in Bryan on April 21, from 3:30-6:30, will focus on needs for the Bryan Walks. The program in Toledo on April 28 from 9:30-12:30 will focus on Toledo Walks.  Learn about the biblical basis for servant hood. It started with Jethro. It’s his big day you know.

Comments?  Krs43617@yahoo.com
The Lord gave you 168 hours this week…

And you are going to go to church Sunday for 1-3 hours. Great…. 

But what are you doing for HIM ?

AGAPE ITEMS

Dear Community,

What a Great Women’s Walk!  We want to thank you for helping make this weekend’s walk the best walk ever.

The Agape room truly appreciates the time, skill and money you have put into your offerings of love.   Each walk weekend there are 27 live-in team members with a limit of 35 pilgrims’; it has expanded to 40, but rarely because we are limited in space. We ask you for 65 pieces of agape’ to cover everyone and to cover for any breakage or miscounting.  When the Agape comes in we count everything to make sure we can pass it out.  We ask you to pick up your agape that is left over in the Agape Room any time after dinner on Friday when we have time to count and know exactly how many pilgrims and team are on the walk weekend.  Again, due to space we can’t store the left over agape and we want you to have what’s left to give you a head start for the next walk.  When you remember your walk, try to remember how much these items touched your heart, knowing that someone you may never know loved you enough to pray for you and prepare a little gift for you.

A note for all of you sponsors, a reminder to bring your agape’ on Thursday evening with numbers 1-15 if at all possible.  The rush on Saturday night can be very difficult; any agape received after Sat night is extremely hard to get sorted and placed in the packets because we have to break down the room for church Sunday morning.

We appreciate your listening to our concern and hope to see you all in July @ Epworth.

Serving the Emmaus Community

Lori Fay, East Agape

Debbye Hoffman, West Agape

A QUICK MESSAGE FROM TRACY – LEADERSHIP CHAIR

Thoughts about the “Fourth Days” from the Upper Room.

Remember the concept of the Fourth Day?  It is a symbol of the days of Christian pilgrimage that follows the three-day Emmaus experience – the opportunity to reflect on one’s faith journey and make a deeper commitment to Christ.  The Emmaus movement does not exist primarily for the weekend Walks.  The purposes of the Walk are to deepen the faith of individuals, to increase the faith of congregations, and to bring Christianity to the world.  

The Emmaus movement gives pilgrims the skills needed for leadership and invites them to make the commitment needed to build up the church for the sake of Jesus Christ.  Remember the questions asked at closing:  “What has this weekend meant to you?” and “What are you going to do with it?”  These questions help pilgrims better comprehend the kind of servanthood that God may require of them in the future.  I am reminded of these questions often as I serve on the board of The Northwest Ohio Emmaus Community and I encourage you to think about your Fourth Days!

NORTHWEST OHIO EMMAUS DATABASE

As the Northwest Ohio Emmaus Community continues to grow each year, the task of communicating with members continues to grow as well.  Keeping our community database updated will only be successful with your help.  If you or someone you know has moved, changed phone numbers or changed email accounts, I would like to have you contact me with the new information.  My name is Jane Whisler and you can contact me by phone at my home: 419-636-3015 or by email at: bryan_so@nwoca.org.

As we continue to grow, opportunities for serving in the community are always available.  Please let me know if you have a special area that you would like to serve the community in – board membership, sponsorship, kitchen, logistics, social, agape, team, worship, special music???  Where and how is God leading you to serve our Community?  Many workers are needed – before, during and after Walk weekends to make them successful.  Prayerfully consider the areas that God is calling you to and respond.

A Thought for the Day

You are here to make a difference by serving God and others.  

Whenever you serve others, in any way, you are actually

serving God and fulfilling one of his purposes for

creating you. We weren't placed on earth just to

breathe, eat, take up space and have fun. God fashioned 

each of us to make a unique contribution with our lives.








Rick Warren

                                   +++++++++

Scripture  -  Ephesians 2:10  NIV

We are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works…

                                                              (reprinted with permission from OnLine With Faith)

CALLING TREE

Much thanks for everybody who has been involved in the Community wide calling tree. 

Hopefully you have been called and told about all the upcoming events in the Community, your database information checked, and your Joyful Noise preferences obtained. If you have not been called, perhaps you will yet!  If you are one of the calling tree leaders, please finish up your calls soon as we know everybody is important in the eyes of the Lord. Thanks again to all involved.

KATRINA MISSION PROJECTS

From: Jack Dyer                       jrayd@buckeye-express.com      (419) 841-7404

           3763 Sylvan Wood Dr., Sylvania, OH 43560 

           NWO Emmaus Mens Walk #45

 

Subject: Continuing 2007 Mission Katrina work projects – 

 

RE: Seeking volunteer Emmaus and Epworth Electrical and Plumbing installers

 

Epworth UMC work teams returning from New Orleans in the period 

August 2006 thru today are reporting that little has changed in “some” 

areas despite the thousands of volunteer hours expended on flood and wind-damaged houses. READ THAT as in the “POOR” sections.

 

Vaunted money flows are not reaching these areas in sufficient amounts to complete repairs on “fixable homes” when it comes to installing the essential  plumbing and wiring, according to United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) personnel at Kenner UMC where Epworth work teams stay.. 

 

Some of us believe this project is made to order for the Emmaus Community. We propose a Task Force to assemble names and specialties of potential volunteers, seek out trained project managers and assess needs and resources.  Please express interest, addresses and skills to the E-Mail or telephone answering above. We’ll be in touch. This Project won’t take place overnite – but then neither has the Recovery Phase –like two years!

 

Efforts in New Orleans to face these problems are well underway.  We will be in contact with the Greater New Orleans Disaster Recovery Partnership Rebuild Committee – an on-site Regional Committee of 16 Non-Government Organizations (NGO) including UMCOR. 

 

God willing and all of us working together we can make an impact on the festering sores left behind by Hurricane Katrina. 

 

Signed: Jack Dyer, for Epworth Missions Committee, 3077 Valleyview Dr., Toledo, Ohio  43615  

JOYFUL NOISE SUBSCRIPTIONS

If your Joyful Noise subscription has expired or if you would like to have the newsletter delivered to your home the nine or 10 times a year that it is published, please consider a $10.00 contribution to cover printing and postage costs and mail it to Jane Whisler, 108 Ford Rd., Bryan, OH  43506.  Be sure to include your name and correct  mailing address.

KAIROS ANNOUNCEMENTS

A Kairos Prison Ministry weekend is in the process of being organized (Kairos Franklin Pre-Release # 5) in Columbus for September 20-23, 2007.  Lady members of your community who might wish to serve on this weekend can contact the weekend leader, Darlene Roberson, at the following email address:
droberso@insight.rr.com 
 

Also, a Kairos Torch Prison Ministry weekend is in the process of being organized (Kairos Marion Torch # 8) for September 14-16, 2007?  Kairos Torch is a prison ministry for Juvenile Offenders.  Members of your community who might wish to serve on this weekend can contact the weekend leader, Ivan Roberson, at the following email address:
reverend@insight.rr.com  
 
Thank you and God bless you for helping recruit members for this weekend.
 
David Dickinson
Kairos State Outreach and Recruitment Coordinator

NWO EMMAUS WW#60

Cheryl Atchison,

 Edgerton United Methodist

Karen Beck,


 St. John Lutheran

Amy Bennett, 


Wesley UMC

Sue Blank

Carrie Deckrosh, 

 First UMC

Linda Dhondt,


Maumee UMC

Deanna English, 

Calvary UMC

Zenobia Faulkner, 

Warren AME

Linda Flesher, 

Pulaski Methodist

Mary Gawle, 


Crossroads Community

Shelley Grosjean, 

AEMC

Maggie Hammond,

 Melbern UMC

Joyce Harris, 


Collingwood UMC

Cynthia Hawkins, 

Crossroads Community

Michelle Howell, 

Church of the Cross UMC

Wendy Jackson,

 Monroe Street UMC

Ada R. Jahns, 


 Clyde Christian

Jackie L. Keefer, 

 House of Prayer

Tori Kimble,


 St. Paul’s UMC

Eron Mosler,


 St. Paul’s UMC

Anita Munding,

 Christ United Methodist

Gloria Poorman, 

 St. Paul’s UMC

Iris Restermayer, 

 Wesley UMC

Beverly Reyes,

 Grace Community’

Joyce Schelling, 

 St. Paul’s UMC

Sharon Schuta,

 Crossroads Community

JoAnn Steffes,


 Northwest Christian

Marcia Strup,


 Life Changing Realities

Christine Wallace,

 New Hope Community

Linda Warner, 

 Melbern UMC

Christina L. Weist,

 Fallen Timbers Community

Pamela l. Welch,

 Maumee UMC

SPONSORSHIP NOTES

Greetings, Everyone -

 

    My name is Margie Seeman. I am the Sponsorship Chair on the Emmaus Board. This is my first year on the Board and my first time to do this job. And what a fun thing it has been to do! I am very thankful for the opportunity to serve my Savior and you in this capacity.

    You might wonder what Sponsorship is all about. Well, it is about just that - SPONSORship. Training sponsors, encouraging sponsors, helping sponsors with any questions that might come up.

    Do you remember closing at your Walk to Emmaus? Remember how the instructions were given to answer the two questions: "What has this weekend meant to me? and What am I going to do about it?". And then you were told, "This is not the time to thank your sponsor. You can do that later after the Walk." 

    Well, here we are - after the Walk. And what is the best way to thank your sponsor for sponsoring you on the Walk to Emmaus? By "paying it forward". By your sponsoring someone else on the Walk. 

    Before you sponsor someone on a Walk to Emmaus, we offer SPONSORSHIP TRAININGS that you need to attend. We have three trainings set up for the coming year (and are hoping to work in a 4th one at some point). The dates and places to keep in mind are:

            April 27th at Epworth United Methodist Church in Toledo

            June 16th at Bryan Wesley United Methodist Church in Bryan

            September 28th at Epworth United Methodist Church in Toledo

All of these training sessions will be held prior to the Gathering at 6:45 pm. I'll be looking forward to seeing you there. DeColores!

***************************************************************************


ON THE WEB

http://www.nwoemmaus.org
http://www.nwochrysalis.org
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