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A VISION, by Ken Switzer, Community Lay Director

I have a vision I want to share with you. Not a vision involving Gabriel or any other heavenly angels, but a vision to help our Community better perform its Ministry in helping bring men and women closer to Christ and building Christian leaders for our Churches. Accomplishment of this vision will help our Community come closer to the “Emmaus Model” as outlined in the “Upper Room Handbook on Emmaus”.  My honest feeling is that perhaps some of the challenges we have faced in the Community in the last few years are because we have not kept as faithful as we could have to the Emmaus Model. These deficiencies are the fault of no one, they crept in over time as a result of turnover in Board positions and a variety of other factors, but they will be all our fault if we allow them to continue.

As you know, all churches have committee structures in place to develop a method to perform the work done of that work area- such as Education, Worship, Evangelism, Missions, Stewardship, Finance, Pastor-Parish or whatever. These committees are the heart and soul of Christian Action in a church and not a lot gets done without the appropriate committee being behind a project.

The Emmaus Model anticipates the formation of standing committees to do the work of the Community. These Committees are, according to the Emmaus Model, the hands and feet of Christ in Christian Action in presenting Walks, holding Gatherings and assisting in the formation of Share Groups. As a result of feedback I have received, our Community previously had, at times, a strong and active Committee structure. These committees spread the work out and created opportunity for Christian fellowship in a servant hood environment. In prior years we presented 8 Walks a year, had a waiting list a year long, and routinely had 200 people at our Gatherings. Candlelight services were standing room only!  There is no reason why we cannot return to that level of dynamic Ministry if you are willing to do your part. Have you not been told that “Christ is counting on you”?

But forming and keeping these Committees in the last few years has been difficult because we did not have a good mechanism to staff Committees.  We also had a solid core of dedicated Board members who found it easier to do virtually all the work themselves rather than ask their friends to help them. But sometimes, doing all the work yourself is counter-productive in the long run, isn’t it? 

As a result of the recent development of the “Servanthood Offering Form”, and the development of a database of Community Members willing to serve in a variety of areas, we now have the basis of a mechanism in place to staff these committees. The form itself will not in itself staff committees, but it will provide us with needed information to do so. We would envision committees supporting virtually all Board Positions. In this way, the work will be spread out among the many, and we will be more faithful liturgically in developing a mechanism to allow Community Members to be the hands and feet of Christ in Christian Action. It is clear to us that Emmaus members are willing to help if they are called, if they know how, and if they know the work they do is important.

It will not be the job of any particular Committee to do all the work for that work area on a Walk. While Committee members would certainly have an opportunity to serve, a Committee structure will provide a mechanism to facilitate Community members serving. Committee members might, for example, call people who have volunteered to help through signing up on the Servanthood Offering form. Committee members might send out letters or emails to the database of people who have asked to be contacted to serve. Committee members might help coordinate the work of these volunteers through effective use of “on-line” sign ups for Walks. (Yes, on-line sign up for servant hood at Walks is coming!)  

With over 4000 Community members, we believe we can certainly find 60-80 people to staff 12 Committees in this manner.  Through an effective Committee structure, Board members will not feel such an awesome sense of responsibility to do all the work themselves and get burned out. Through an effective Committee structure, we will be better able to get qualified people to serve on the Board and consistently have smoother running Walks, better worship in our Gatherings, and an effective mechanism to support development of Share Groups. 

The Committee structure will provide a mechanism for new Community Members to become involved in the life of the Community. We believe it is vital that new Community members get involved right away in the work of the Community- to allow them to put their servant hood to work right away. Remember, the style of Christian leadership is Servant hood, and this was modeled to us by Jesus Christ.

So, in the next few months your Board will be working on mechanisms to help develop effective Committee structures. We will, of course, be very interested in any feedback and suggestions you have- and of course, we welcome your partnership with us in this work. We are thinking about having some type of organizational meetings to help form all committees at one time, to help review duties, and plan the year’s activities. 

I believe that by working hard now to form these committees, to staff these committees, to help train these committees, and empower these committees, our Community will become much stronger. It’s worth the work. After all, the cross we carry is nothing compared to that carried by the One for whom we serve.

AGAPE ROOM NEWS

As you are all aware, Men’s Walk #51 and Women’s Walk #60 are right around the corner! I could use your help with making agape, in order to assure that adequate table and bedtime agape are available (we have been short for the last couple walks). 

 I am starting a record of who makes agape so I can begin alerting you ahead of time as to when and how many approximate pieces will be needed for upcoming walks. I’d also like to have folks who are interested in making agape commit to making a particular item for only a year at a time; that way, the more time consuming and/or costly items can be more equitably distributed. Of course, if your group wants to continue committing to a certain project, you will have priority. 

I will also be bringing examples of possible agape ideas to Gatherings so you and your share group can get ideas. If you have any unique agape ideas, please bring them to a Gathering so we can share the idea! I don’t think we can EVER have too much agape! Amen? 

SOOOOOO…..if you and/or your share group is making or would like to make agape for the Walks, please contact me by phone(419-829-5600) or email (felis6@earthlink.net) so that I can add you to my list. Many many thanks for all you guys do for the community-the agape continues to be awesome!

Prayer Requests: Received from the following upcoming Walks:

 
Cursillo #262, Oct 12-15:-Dioceses of Dallas and Fort Worth TX 


Cursillo #263, Nov. 2-5:                        “                  “


Kairos Southwest Virginia Walk #1, Nov. 4-6


Men’s Weekend #75 Sept.21-24 SW Michigan DeColores Community


Women’s Weekend #76 Oct. 5-8       “                   “ 


Pathway East Georgia Walk to Emmaus. Mens' walk #11 Oct. 5-8; Women's Walk #11 Oct. 12-15


Please keep these teams and pilgrims in your prayers. Letters of Agape have been sent to support them from our community.

Blessings from YSIC,                          Lori Fay , Agape Chair

A KITCHEN PLEA

Hello Community,       Its me again.  I am just wanting to say thank you for all who has come to help out in the kitchen.  You people are awesome.  I can't believe the 2 October walks will be my last 2 walks in the kitchen. I will miss it alot but now whoever God puts in my place will be able to bug me to sign up for an hour or two. I just wont be able to stay out of the kitchen.  I have met so many great people and will never forget the servant hearts everyone has.  It has made my job a piece of cake.(ha ha) I really need help for these last two walks.  With them being back to back I know I am going to be wiped out. So I have two requests for you guys.  My first would be for you to call or email me and SIGN UP for the kitchen. Just an hour or two is all it takes.

The second request is for prayer. I need strengh to make it through the 2 weekends.  I am so excited for the walks but I know it is going to be hard on my body.  Also if you could pray for my family I am leaving at home. It is going to be hard for them because none of them like it when mom leaves.  The kids know I am out there doing Gods work but it doesn't make it any easier for them. These seem to be easy requests dont they?  All I ask is for you to SIGN UP and PRAY. Lets do every thing we can to make this the best walk ever. 

Thank you,     Holly Seguin                  734-497-8317           734-854-2194              hollyseguin@msn.com
FROM THE SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Dear Community,


In the September 2006 NOCHE Newsletter that I receive, I read the following anonymously written story that touched my heart and thought it might touch yours as well.


                   The Most Beautiful Heart

One day a young man was standing in the middle of the town proclaiming that he had the most beautiful heart in the whole valley.  A large crowd gathered and they all admired his heart for it was perfect.  There was not a mark or flaw in it.  Yes, they all agreed it was truly the most beautiful heart they have ever seen.  The young man was very proud and boasted more loudly about his beautiful heart.


Suddenly, an old man appeared at the front of the crowd and said, “Why your heart is not nearly as beautiful as mine.”  The crowd and the young man looked at the old man’s heart.  It was beating strongly, but full of scars, it has places where pieces had been removed and other pieces put in.  But they didn’t fit quite right and there were several jagged edges.  In fact, in some places there were deep gouges where whole pieces were missing.  The people stared.  “How can he say his heart is more beautiful?” they thought.


The young man looked at the old man’s heart and saw its state and laughed.  “You must be joking,” he said.  “Compare your heart with mine, mine is perfect and yours is a mess of scars and tears.”


“Yes,” said the old man.  “Yours is perfect looking, but I would never trade with you.  You see.  Every scar represents a person to whom I have given my love.  I tear out a piece of my heart and give it to them.  And often they give me a piece of their heart which fits into the empty place in my heart.  But because the pieces aren’t exact, I have some rough edges which I cherish because they remind me of the love we shared.”


“Sometimes I have given pieces of my heart away, and the other person hasn’t returned a piece of his heart to me.  These are the empty gouges.  Giving love is taking a chance.  Although these gouges are painful, they stay open reminding me of the love I have for those people too, and I hope someday they may return and fill the space I have waiting.  So now, do you see what true beauty is?”


The young man stood silently with tears running down his cheeks.  He walked up to the old man, reached into his perfect young and beautiful heart, and ripped a piece out.  He offered it to the old man with trembling hands.  The old man took his offering; placed it his heart and then took a piece from his old scarred heart and placed it in the wound in the young man’s heart.  It fit, but not perfectly as there were some jagged edges.  The young man looked at his heart—not perfectly anymore, but more beautiful than ever since love from the old man’s heart flowed into his.  They embraced and walked away side by side.

How beautiful is your heart?

DeColores,

Rick Stuhmer

NWOE CSD

PRAYER CONCERNS

Please remember the family of Esther Gerdes in prayer.  Esther died Friday evening Sept. 8. 
Fred Brown has been hospitalized in very serious condition. Fred has suffered from cancer for a number of years.  Over the years he has lent his considerable piano gift to many walks and your prayers would be appreciated 

Rich Krok, Team #45, had surgery on Sept. 12 for a problem he has had with his back and legs. He will be undergoing additional surgery soon.  

Bob Weber was recently hospitalized after suffering a heart attack   Please keep him and his wife Karen in your prayers.

NWO EMMAUS MW #51 Team

Lay Director

Bruce Pasch

ALD


Mike Lyons

ALD


Art Hall

ALD


Javier Lerma

ALD


Cliff Binion

Spiritual Director
Rick Stuhmer

Asst. SD (Live-in)
Gary Ginter

Asst. SD

Diane Schaffner

Asst. SD

Karen Shepler

Asst. SD

Scot Ocke


Music Director
Steve Cechner

Table Leader

Wes Johnson

Table Leader

Bob Town

Table Leader

Ken Switzer

Table Leader

Gary Mohler

Table Leader

Ralph Fields

Table Leader

Jim Wagenecht

ATL


Jim Lange

ATL


Jens Hatch

ATL


Matt King

ATL


Pete Cousino

ATL


Jason Reynolds

LOG


Roger Burkholder

LOG


Gary Bogard

LOG


Brian Bullard

LOG


Larry Waite

NWO EMMAUS MW#51 – PILGRIMS

Campos, Richard
.
Clinton Mennonite

Dhundt, Morris

Maumee UM

Diaz, Erik


New Hope

Fowler, Kevin


BG Covenant

Grosjean, Todd

Archbold Evangelical

Macias, Jose


North Point CC

Moore,  Ken


New Life Tabernacle

Moore, John


Southbrook Christian

Price, Randy


Wesley UM

Resendez, Ben


Divine Tabernacle of 








Jesus Christ

Shultz, Doug


CedarCreek

Smith, Dennis


Christian Life Fellow-








ship

Sudheimer, Raymond

Grace UMC

Valdiviez Copi

McCord Christian DC

Vance, Winston

Maumee UM

Wanner, Roger

Wesley UM

Wood, Michael

Maumee UM


NWO EMMAUS WW #59 TEAM

Lay Director

Jan Locy    (Perseverance)

ALDS


Jane Whisler    (Life in Piety)

Sylvia Temple

Jan Keller    (Christian Action)

Kris Jackson    (Priority)

Spiritual Director
Susan Roads    (Means of Grace)

ASD’S


Don Ramsey    (Sanctifying Grace)

Diane Schaffner    (Obstacles to Grace)

George Roads    (Prevenient Grace)

Jonathan Exman    (Justifying Grace)

Table Leaders

Debbie Long     (Growth Thru Study)

Kim Fry    (Changing Our World}

Connie Ward     (Fourth Days)

Robyn Clark    (Priesthood of All Believers}

Marilyn Town    (Body of Christ}

Ila Mae Maurer     (Discipleship}

Shirley Fry

Asst. Table Leaders 
Ann Koffman

Amy Wagner

Irene Hogue

Melanie Calvin

Laura Ingersoll

Vicki Adam

Kim Brown

Music Director
Wendy Stainbrook

Asst, Music Director
Robin Cagle

LOGS


Dolores Stuhmer

Connie Tibbets

Bonnie Zup

Marilyn Waite

NWO EMMAUS WW#59 PILGRIMS




Cheryl Atchison


Edgerton United Methodist

Carolyn R. Baerlin


Pulaski Methodist

Jill Beck



St. John Lutheran

Cathy Box



Maumee UMC

Carol Bruder



Maumee UMC

Sandy DeWitte


First Baptist

Jene Drage



Fallen Timbers Community

Billie J Evans



New Hope United Brethren

Hollie A Farr



Epworth UMC

Sandy French



Clyde Christian

Kathy L. Gardner


Maumee UMC

Mary Gawie



Crossroads Community

Phyllis Geesey


St. Paul’s UMC

Julie Gruss



Crossroads Community

Denise Gutierrez


First UMC

Dawn Harrison


Unity UMC

Debbie Keller



Epworth UMC

Tori Kimble



St. Paul’s UMC

Marilyn Kline



Farmer UMC

Karen Landes



Epworth UMC

Rose Martiez



Cedar Creek

Holly Matia



LaPoint UMC

Ruth Meinhart



Aldersgate UMC

Marilyn Monroe


Crossroads Community

Candice Moser


Waterville Community

Judith Mulkey



West Unity Church of Christ

Denise O’Rourke


Crossroads Community

Shelly Price



Wesley UMC

Susan Rice



Epiphany Lutheran

Pam Simon



United Methodist

Lynsey Slagle



First Baptist

Donna St. Clair


LaPointe UMC

Erin Thayer



Clear View

Laurie Thornton


Crossroads Community

Mary Jill Toepfer


Epworth UMC

Pamela L. Welch


St. Peters Lutheran

Sandra . Witt



Metamora UMC

Shawna Wyse



Bryan Wesley

DATES TO REMEMBER

NWO Emmaus Men’s Walk #51, Bryan  
Oct. 12-15, 2006

 





Candlelight.
  8:00 pm, Oct. 14, 2006

NWO Emmaus Women’s Walk #59, Bryan   Oct. 19-22, 2006







Candlelight
..8:00 pm, Oct. 21, 2006

Toledo Gathering, Epworth UMC
  7:30 pm, Oct. 27, 2006

Kairos #7




   Nov. 2-5, 2006

REUNION/RETREAT REPORT

On Saturday, September 16th,  our Community held its first team Reunion and Retreat at Liberty Chapel United Methodist Church.  About 80 Community members attended.  Special thanks to the Church and its Pastor, Rev. Jim Condrey for hosting this event. Our program could not have been presented with out the dedicated team of volunteer hosts at Liberty Chapel, led by Deb and Terry Hoffman who did a terrific job in setting up the Church for our use, in providing us a great lunch and lots of refreshment breaks, and organizing space for all our break-out sessions. The Emcee for the day was Jon Clark who did an awesome job.

A main focal point of the day’s program was the presentation of 5 minute summaries of all Talks given during a Walk. These talk summaries were presented by :

Cindy Stanton, Priority

Rev. Beth Giller, Prevenient Grace

Laura Switzer, Priesthood of all Believers,

Rev. Diane Schaffner, Justifying Grace,

Cathy Brillhart, Life in Piety

Larry Zuvers, Growth Through Study

Rev. Jim Condrey, Means of Grace

Polly Richardson, Christian Action

Rev. Jim Roynon, Obstacles to Grace

Lynne Alleman, Discipleship

Doyle Ayers, Changing our World

Rev. Tom Moyers, Sanctifying Grace

Pete Nofziger, Body of Christ

Alice Giardini, Perseverance

Patty Burkholder, Fourth Days

Officiating at Communion were Rev. Condrey, and Rev. Rick Stuhmer, our Community Spiritual Director.

Another great part of the Days program were the Organizational Brain Storming Sessions. Many terrific suggestions were obtained and the Emmaus Board is presently studying them for potential adoption. Session leaders were:

Alan Hall and Dave Reiser, Logistics

Tracy Szirony, Sponsorship

Bonnie Nungester, and Lynne Alleman, Good Shepherd

Holly Seguin, Kitchen

Cindy Stanton and Gerry Johnstone, Worship

Ila Mae Maurer, Jeff Blair and Ken Switzer, Outreach

Lori Fay, Agape

We expect to develop a more formal report of conclusions and action steps the Board will be making as a result of the Retreat. Again, thanks to all who helped and all who attended.

Northwest Ohio Emmaus Community

DATABASE AND JOYFUL NOISE SUBSCRIPTION INFO
As our Community continues to grow with the addition of new members after each Walk, the board wants to make sure effective communication continues to all of our members.

Keeping our community database updated will only be successful with your help.  If you or someone you know has moved, changed phone numbers or changed email accounts, I would like to have you contact me with the new information.  My name is Jane Whisler and you can contact me by phone at my home: 419-636-3015 or by email at: bryan_so@nwoca.org.  You will also have an opportunity to check the information we have in the database during the Walk weekends.  Copies of the data will be available for you to check and make corrections to in the Agape room during the walk weekends coming up in October.

If you would like to receive the Joyful Noise in hard copy format it is available for a donation of $10.00 to help cover the cost of printing and postage by sending me a request at:  Jane Whisler, 108 Ford Road, Bryan, OH  43506.

Thought for the Day (reprinted with permission from Online with Faith)

I can get plenty of first violinists, but to find one who plays  

second violin with as much enthusiasm or second French horn, 

or second flute, now that's a problem. And yet if no one plays second 

we have no harmony.   Leonard Bernstein

To exhibit Christlike servanthood is to be willing to play second 

to the needs and interest of others.  Servants don't reside in the limelight of life and ministry, but in the shadow of others.


Stephen A. Macchia

But don't be like them. The most important one of you 

should be like the least important, and your leader 

should be like a servant.                                                           Luke 22:26  CEV

DeColores – Jane Whisler
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