The

Joyful Noise

January 2005

Newsletter of the 

Emmaus and Chrysalis Community

“For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

Ephesians 2:10

In this edition, please find:

-
A letter from our Spiritual Director

-
Opportunity in the Kitchen on next 2 Walks

-
Music and Worship needs

-
2005 Walk Schedule (corrected)


-
Chrysalis Board Announcements


-
Bryan Gathering Date and Time Change


-
Upcoming events


-
Board By-laws Change


-
Volunteer Book Keeper needed


-
Our New Database Manager


-
Sponsorship


-
Agape and its needs


-
Subscribe to the Joyful Noise

-
Computer Need

A letter from our Spiritual Director

Dear Community,

Often after the Holidays, we feel a certain ‘let down’.  We were busy with all the Christmas programs, shopping, entertaining, food baskets, visits, etc., etc.  So, now what?

Paul has some good directions for us in Ephesians 2:10.  He says, “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

Not only are we God’s workmanship, the product of His work, but we have also been created in Christ Jesus with a purpose.  Paul tells us here that the purpose is to accomplish good works for His kingdom.  The exciting thing is that from eternity past, God made these good works for each one of us.  Before He created us, He knew what we were going to be like, and He prepared good works for us to participate in.

The unfortunate thing is, many of us assume that what we are already doing is the sum total of what God has for us to do.  In other words, God leads us to do a particular job or career, and we think that this is all God has for us for the rest of our lives.  We often get quite comfortable in the familiar routine of our lives and stop asking God what he wants us to do.

Many of us have experienced a ‘change in our plans’ when we became pilgrims.  God changed our hearts and minds and that often included a change in our plan for what we considered our ‘good works’.

What has God whispered into your ear during your fourth days?  

Remember, the “good works” involves the changes God is going to make in the hearts and minds of those you interact with, as well as the changes He will make in your own heart and mind.  The spiritual impact you have on others as you step out in faith in a new venture will have eternal value for you and for those you are serving.

Through our churches, our families and friends, and our Emmaus Community we have many opportunities to use the “good works” that God has prepared each of us for.  So, just step our in faith and ‘do it’.  


DeColores,                                                 

    
Jo Powers, Community Spiritual Director

YOU MAKE IT POSSIBLE !

A huge thank you to all who served in the Emmaus Kitchen this past year! I’ve enjoyed working with you and getting to know all of you.  It was a very rewarding experience to be the Chairperson in this position, and I look forward to one more year.  

The next two Walk’s will be in Bryan at Wesley UM Church. The Men’s Walk will be  February 17-20, 2005.  The Women’s Walk will be March 17-20,2005. Sign up sheets for the Kitchen will be circulating for both Walks at the Reunion Gathering in December at Liberty Chapel, at the Toledo Epworth Gathering in January on Friday, 1/21/05 at 7:30 p.m. and at the Bryan Wesley Gathering in January on Saturday, 1/22/04 at 7:30p.m.  

Please feel free to e-mail me at lktriplea@cityofbryan.net any time between now and these Walks to sign up to help.  The sooner you sign up to help, the better your chances of getting the times that work best for you, and the sooner we know that we are covered with help. 

Remember how much you appreciated all the love and service that was given to you on your Walk?  Give some of that love and service back to your Community and to the upcoming new Pilgrims by getting involved in serving on the Walk Weekends and Gatherings, whether it be in the kitchen, Logistics, Agape, Worship.  We need YOU to make these Weekends and Gatherings possible.   

Thank you and God Bless,

Lisa Walz, Kitchen Chair / Bryan

Music and Worship (Part 4)

Are you inspired by the beautiful music that is offered as a gift of Agape at our Gatherings and Walks?  This is possibly because a few people donate time in service to the Lord through the Community. Yes, service to the Community, if done with the purpose of honoring the Lord is service to the Lord.

Can you help be of service to the Lord by assisting with Music at our Walks or Gatherings? It doesn’t matter how you are musically inclined –vocal, instrumental, dance, or other. If so, offer to assist in “Special Music” during the Walk Weekends, or at Gatherings (Bryan and Toledo). We also are looking for persons interested in being “Music Directors” for Walk Weekends. If you are not ready to be a “Director”, consider be an “Assistant Director” to learn the ropes.  

We’re also looking for persons that attend the “Bryan Gatherings” to help in the following: 1) Contacting the Worship Leaders and/or being Worship Leaders, 2) Contacting the Special Music and/or being Special Music, 3) Person or Persons in-charge of setting-up and cleaning-up for the Social of the Gathering.  Once we get enough people interested this will be rotated so as to minimize the number of Gatherings you serve. 

If you are interested in helping in any of the areas above, please contact Pam Elting by e-mail (6eltings@cityofbryan.net) or phone #419-636-0395.  Please let me know your name, phone number, e-mail, and which position you are interested in, also your musical gift that you will be sharing.  Call if you would like to know anything at all !!!!!
2005 WALK SCHEDULE (corrected)

The following is our planned 2005 Walk schedule. We previously reported, incorrectly, that the Men’s June Walk was at Wesley. Please plan accordingly.

MW#46
2-17/2-20
Wesley 

WW#53
3-17/3-20
Wesley

WW#54
6-16/6-19
Epworth 

MW#47
7-14/7-17
Epworth

WW#55
8-18/8-21
Epworth

MW#48
10-21/10-23
Wesley

WW#56
11-17/11-20
Wesley

++++++++++++++++++++++++

Chrysalis Board Announcement

The Chrysalis Board is seeking nominations for their Board. Serving on the Board for Chrysalis is an act of Servant hood for the Lord and all who serve are blessed well beyond their efforts. All of us are called for service and if you have any time you might give back, please write Beth Figley at figs3@soulwinner.org. Also, if you know of someone who might be willing to serve, but might be afraid to offer up their own name, please write Beth and she will inquire for you. Thanks for considering the giving of this gift. Please respond ASAP as the Board would like to close nominations in mid to late January. 

BRYAN GATHERINGS

Bryan Gatherings are moving to a different day of the month in January. This move will assure broader participation in Bryan Gatherings as four of the Gatherings will be on nights that Walks are scheduled.

Bryan Gatherings will move to the third Saturday of the month at 7:30 PM from its prior time of second Sunday of each month. (First time- January 15).

As Wesley United Methodist will host Walks in February, March, October and November in 2005, we will have our Gatherings immediately prior to Candlelight. The Board is aware that this change to Saturday my inconvenience some Community Members who regularly attended the Sunday Gatherings at Wesley. We regret this inconvenience, but pray you will still be able to attend on Saturday night.

Upcoming Events

January 15-7:30 pm, Bryan Gathering 
at Wesley UMC

January 28- 7:30 pm, Toledo Gathering 
at Epworth UMC

February 17- 7:00 pm, Men’s Walk #46 
Send-off, Wesley UMC

February 19- 7:30 pm, Bryan Gathering and Men’s Walk #46, 
Candlelight, Wesley, UMC


Combined Event

 February 20-4:30 pm, Men’s
Walk #46 Closing, Wesley

Board Bylaws Change

For 2005 we plan to make one change in our Board Chair assignments. Rather than have both a Men’s and Women’s Good Shepherd as we have maintained for several years, we plan to utilize one Good Shepherd to help new Pilgrims join Share Groups and get connected quickly to the Community through silent service. We intend to take the second position and replace it with a Database Management Chair.

We have found that as our community grows our need for database management has escalated considerably. In addition to keeping the addresses, email, phone #’s for over 3000 members up to date, we have needs for improved record keeping on silent service, on team member history, survey results, Sharegroup records, and much more.

We ask your prayerful support of this change and should you have questions or concerns, please let us know. Per our Bylaws, if you are in disagreement with this change, you should submit a signed petition of at least 25 community members stating the objection. This petition should be filed within 60 days of this notification and, of course, we would then reconsider the change.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey Blair

Community LD

Book Keeper
The Northwest Ohio Emmaus Community is seeking a volunteer book keeper to prepare our monthly financial statements and help file our annual tax return. Our system is all set up in “Excel” and all is needed is 1 hour of attention per month. We write 3-5 checks and record cash donations from 2 Gatherings per month and our Walks. Sometimes less. We really would prefer a Community member to perform this duty rather than pay somebody to do this. If you have ANY financial skills, we would appreciate your assistance.

Northwest Ohio Emmaus Community

Approaching 4000 in Number

With a community fast approaching 4000 in number, it can become very easy for individuals to become – just a number.  Our local Emmaus Board is always looking for ways to make sure that doesn’t happen within our local Northwest Ohio Community.  With this in mind, I will be asking for periodic updates from members of the community so that we can keep in touch with each of you and find ways that you would like to serve within our community.  This information will then get passed on to other chairpersons on our board so that contact can be made with you when a need arises.

Keeping our community database updated will only be successful with your help.  If you or someone you know has moved, changed phone numbers or changed email accounts, I would like to have you contact me with the new information.  My name is Jane Whisler and you can contact me by phone at my home: 419-636-3015 or by email at: bryan_so@nwoca.org. 

You can also let me know if you have a special area that you would like to serve the community in – board membership, sponsorship, kitchen, logistics, social, agape, team???  Where and how is God leading you to serve our Community?  Many workers are needed – before, during and after Walk weekends to make them successful.  Prayerfully consider the areas that God calls you to.

Sponsorship Training

Northwest Ohio Emmaus Community

Are you holding someone in prayer to attend one of the upcoming Walk to Emmaus weekends in northwest Ohio?  Do you have a pilgrim on the current waiting list for an upcoming Walk?  Do you have questions about your responsibilities to the pilgrim and the community when you sponsor someone?  These and other questions are answered in each of our Sponsorship training sessions held throughout the year.

For your convenience the sessions are held just prior to our community’s gatherings at Epworth and Wesley United Methodist churches in Toledo and Bryan, respectively.  Dates and times are listed below for upcoming training sessions.  You can come for training and stay afterwards to enjoy a time of praise and worship to our Lord as well as fellowship with other members of the Emmaus community.

Plan to attend now by contacting our Sponsorship Chairperson Tracy Szirony by phone at 419-841-3450 or by email at tszirony@mco.edu.

Current dates for training are as follows:

· Saturday, January 15th – 6:30 pm at Wesley

· Friday, January 28th – 6:30 pm at Epworth

Additional training dates will be set-up in the near future – plan now to attend one of these sessions.

Sponsorship is an act of love for God, for the prospective pilgrim, for the Emmaus community and for the church as a whole.  It is an act of agape making us instruments of prevenient grace.  Let us consider prayerfully the duty God calls us to as sponsors.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++

A letter from our Agape Chairperson

Let me start by introducing myself. My name is Becky Snyder, and I am your new Agape Representative on the Emmaus Board.  I look forward to serving the NWOE community in this capacity, and ask for your support. Christ is counting on each of us. 

Therefore, I will be asking community members to fill the position of an agape person or persons on each of the walks. My outside job will not allow me to fill this position for every walk. My plan is to train persons in the community to be able to live in as an agape person. I will be in and out throughout the weekend to offer support and assistance. I would ask that if any of you are interested in serving as an agape person on the walks to please let me know. You can reach me by email at resnyder@adelphia.net , or by phone at 419-762-5365. 
 
Your sister in Christ,
Becky Snyder

JOYFUL NOISE

There are two ways you can receive the “Joyful Noise” (other than being given one by a friend).  You can subscribe to receive a mailed copy, or you can go to the NW Ohio Emmaus website at http://www.nwoemmaus.org and read it. If you are on our email mailing list for Joyful Noise, you will receive an announcement when the Joyful Noise has been published to the web site.  

Community members can send information to be published in the Joyful Noise at joyful@nwoemmaus.org.  If you have been sending them to a different address, we would appreciate them being sent to the new address so that we might better separate incoming communications. 

If you have not yet signed up to receive email announcements from the Board, or announcements about the Joyful Noise, you may register to do so at the Community website at http://www.nwoemmaus.org. The spot to sign up for is just immediately above the “INDEX” of website pages, and below the box that says: ”Join the Northwest Ohio Emmaus mailing list”.  At this site you can register to receive other Community announcements and Emmaus Chronicles (prayer request) emails. 

RE-SUBSCRIBE TO THE JOYFUL NOISE – PRINT EDITION
Now is the time to re-subscribe if you want to continue to receive printed copies of the Joyful Noise in 2005. The Joyful Noise is published 10 times per year- in every month except in April and August. We mail the May and September copies to the entire Community to announce Board of Director candidacy (May) and ballots (September). So, if you have enjoyed reading this and would like to subscribe for 2005, please subscribe now. The requested contribution is $10.00 per year, and any extra money we have left over helps in our various ministries.  If you paid for a subscription late in 2004 and would like us to continue your subscription in 2005 free of charge, we will be happy to do that, just indicate that on the subscription form below and mail it to us.

If you want to receive the Joyful Noise in print, and cannot make a contribution now, don’t let the requested contribution bother you. Please send in a subscription request anyway and we will still put you on the mailing list.  Our annual renewal of subscriptions helps us cover our printing and mailing costs and helps us keep our mailing list of Community members up to date.  

To subscribe, please print off this form and mail to Jane Whistler, Database Chairperson, 108 Ford Rd. Bryan, Ohio  43506. Please send the form with a check made payable to I Emmaus/Chrysalis for $10.00, if appro  Mail to Jane Whistler, Database Chairperson, 108 Ford Rd. Bryan, Ohio  43506.

____
Yes, I am enclosing $10.00 as a contribution toward a subscription.

_____
I have recently paid, AND I want to continue my subscription. My address is below.

_____
Yes, I would like to subscribe, however I can not contribute $10.00 at this time.

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name





Address

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

City   



State


Zip

Computer Need

Due to a change in Board Members, the Board is in need of either a laptop or desktop PC. The PC needs to be a Pentium II – 500 MHZ or faster with a USB port and modem. Please email Ken Switzer at nwoemmaus@yahoo.com or call him at 419-841-8008 if you can help. Thanks.

