The Joyful Noise- July, 2004

Letter from Pastor Jo Powers

Dear Community,

    As we mature in our faith journey, we become believers in the Super-Natural Power of God.  Often that "S.N.P." cannot be explained - its just an "AH-HA!" moment.  Do you know how we define an "AH-HA!" moment?  It is when a 'happening' takes place in your life, or a new understanding is revealed to you through the Scriptures and you experience an "AH-HA!" moment.  You exclaim, "WOW!  That's God working in my life", or "that's the Holy Spirit interpreting God's plan for my life to me"!

    Peter had such an experience.  He definitely had a Super-Natural Power of God moment.

    Acts 5:19-21 describes Peter's S.N.P.  It happened while Peter was in prison. "But  an angel of the Lord during the night opened the gates of the prison, and taking them (Peter and the apostles) out he said, 'Go your way, stand and speak to the people in the temple the whole message of this Life.'  Upon hearing this, they entered the temple and began to teach.

    Notice that Peter didn't break out or sneak out, he walked out!  It was a S.N.P. that can't be explained.  It was God at work in Peter's life.  It was God's plan for Peter.

    Frequently we see God's Super-Natural Power at work in our Emmaus Community.  Things happen that we can't explain; lives change; miracles take place. AH-HA! moments occur.  God uses the arena of our Emmaus Community to reveal His Super-Natural Powers to us!

    What S.N.P. or AH-HA! moments have taken place in your faith journey.  Share these moments with others.  Bless others as you share these God experiences with our community, our church families, and even non-believers.  DeColores, 

Pastor Jo

Community Spiritual Director

Share Groups

     One of the greatest treasures the Walk to Emmaus contains is the

Group Reunion.  Most of us call it a share group, a place to keep alive

and growing toward the Christian ideal of a grace-filled life.

     Here lies the strength of the Emmaus community - in our share groups.  We encourage each other as well as hold each other accountable.  We pray for each other, uphold each other, and plan how we can better serve as disciples of our Lord.

      Our Emmaus community needs to know about each of our share groups to be strong and vital.  What group do you belong to?  Where does it meet?  Who are its members?  Social, logistics, agape and prayer request needs can be fulfilled so easily if we have readily accessible

contacts. 
     Most important, new members just completing a walk, can be channeled to existing share groups when their mountain-top experience is still vivid.  Each has so much to share.  They can surely bless the lives of those who welcome them.

(see next page >)

Share Groups (Continued from page 1)

     As your Fourth Day Good Shepherd,    I urge you to give me the information about your share group: who, where and when with a contact telephone and/or e-mail address.  Please call me at 419-826-5491 or e-mail at don_lynne@webtv.net.   I will gladly sort out the repetitions!

               God bless and DeColores,

                       Lynne Alleman

UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES
July 11-  Bryan Gathering at 7:00 pm at 
Bryan UMC

July 15-  Men’s Walk #44 Send-off at 
Epworth UMC at 7:00 pm

July 17- Men’s Walk #44 Candlelight at 
8:00 pm, Epworth UMC

July 18- Men’s Walk #44 Closing at 
4:30. Epworth UMC

July 23- Toledo Gathering- 7:30 pm,


Epworth UMC

August 8- -  Bryan Gathering at 7:00 pm,  
Bryan UMC

JULY MEN’S WALK

The Men’s Registrar has announced that there remains several openings for the JULY 15-18 Men’s Walk. Please send in your applications to the address shown on the form. Thank you ! (Blank copies available on the website)

Kitchen Help Needed

Bill Taborn, Kitchen Co-Chair writes: Here’s how you can help on Men’s Walk #44 to be held July 15-18 . Be a hero; help keep me from failing in the kitchen. Available time slots and people needed are as follows.

Thursday 7/15/04

8:30 PM - 10:00 PM  

4 people

Friday 7/16/04

6:00 AM to 7:30 AM

4 people 

7:30 AM to 8:45 AM

5 people 

8:45 AM to 9:45 AM

5 people 

9:45 AM to 11:45 AM

4 people 

11:45AM to 1:15 PM

5 people 

1:15 PM to 2:15 PM

5 people 

2:15 PM to 4:15 PM

4 people 

5:00 PM to 6:15 PM

1 person 

6:15 PM to 7:15 PM

4 people 

Saturday 7/17/04

6:00 AM to 7:15 AM

1 person 

7:15 AM to 8:15 AM

4 people 

8:15 AM to 9:15 AM

5 people

9:15 AM to 11: 30 AM

4 people 

12:00 PM to 1:15 PM

3 people 

1:15 PM to 2:15 PM

5 people 

2:15 PM to 4:15 PM

4 people 

4:15 PM to 5:40 PM

4 people 

6:15 PM to 7:30 PM

2 people 

Sunday 7/18/04

6:00 AM to 7:30 AM

2 people 

7:30 Am to 8:30 AM

5 people 

8:30 AM to 9:30 AM

5 people 

9:30 AM to 11:30 AM

4 people 

11:30 AM to 12:30 AM

4 people 

12:30 AM to finish

4 people 
Editors note: Folks- This is close to an emergency. We need people to step up NOW and call Bill at 419-832-1113 or write him at btaborn@netzero.net  and let him know when you can help.

Board Update

 

Well 2004 is half over…already! Here is a brief update on a few pending topics.

 

     The elections for your NWO community Board of Directors is nearly upon us. Please consider serving on our Board for 3 years and join us in serving our Pilgrims. Call me or write me with your personal interest soon (or recommend another faithful servant).

     Emmaus Community members at Maumee UMC are putting together their own database for their church in order to communicate quickly on Emmaus Gatherings, needs, Walks, and more. What a great idea. Can you do this at your church? If you do (or already have one), can you let me know so we can integrate your current list into the community database?

     Watch the Joyful Noise for updates on a December Gathering for Toledo area Emmaus members. We will not have the Gathering on Christmas Eve Friday but are looking for a date earlier in December and may also need to have a different location. More to come on  this …..

     If you have not helped in the kitchen or in logistics on a Men’s or Women’s Walk lately, please prayerfully consider doing so. Silent service is our calling and there is always something to be done. We need you, but more importantly the Pilgrim experience needs you. Call or email if you can help.

 

God Bless You All

Jeff Blair, Chairman 

419-535-8846 (h) 419-662-4327 (o)

jblair@namsa.com
We’re All Busy, But ….

We’re all called to servanthood. It’s the least we can do. Bob Knowles, NWO Mens Walk # 9 writes a fabulous ‘e-zine” (electronic magazine) called – “Start Winning EveryDay”. In his June 27th edition, he touched on this topic in a way in which  we all can relate when discussing his planned Jr. High Mission trip to Youngstown, Ohio. He tells he’s learned a lot on these trips:

“Perhaps the largest lesson is the Law of Giving. It's a simple law to understand --- but more important than its simplicity is its guarantee. Here's the Law of Giving .... no matter what or how much you give to others, if you are giving, helping and serving others with NO expectation of return -- you'll always receive back more than you give! Just willingly and lovingly give with a servant heart -- you will always get back more than you can ever give!”
So, the next time you’re given an opportunity to serve on a Walk, or help out in the Kitchen or perform some logistics walk, or a non-Emmaus function, it might help to remember that there will be something in it for you even when you are not doing it for that reason.

To subscribe to Bob’s newsletter, go to: http://

www.startwinningeveryday.com/eletter.htm
and follow the directions to join the mailing list. It is free and you can cancel anytime.
DON’T  FORGET  THE  PRAYER VIGIL    SIGN-UP through the appropriate links on our website- http://www.nwoemmaus.org
For any Emmaus/Chrysalis Walk or Flight.

Personal Contact Techniques for

 Sponsoring Pilgrims

From The Emmaus Library - Sponsorship

Authors – Richard & Janine Gilmore

Now that you are ready to spread the word about The Walk to Emmaus, where do you start?  One-on-one?  With a large or small group?  Do you stand in the pulpit and tell the whole church?  

When most people complete their three-day Walk to Emmaus, they are so uplifted and excited by what they have experienced that they want to share it with everyone they know.  Since the Walk to Emmaus is not for everyone, it is wise, and highly recommended, to pause and think about how to approach relatives, friends, acquaintances, and others about this experience.  Not everyone with whom you share your experience will plan to attend The Walk, and you cannot expect to sponsor everyone with whom you speak.

The intent of The Walk to Emmaus is to develop and strengthen the leadership in the local church.  The Walk to Emmaus inspires and awakens a new challenge in the hearts of participants and equips them with some different tools to aid their continued growth in grace and toward becoming the persons God wants them to be.

One of the most effective ways to promote The Walk to Emmaus comes through your living out the changes the experience has made in your own life.  If you expect to interest others, they must see revitalization in your life and in your response to God’s call to discipleship.  Only then can you expect them to listen when you tell them about the weekend.

An important aspect of presenting The Walk to Emmaus to groups or individuals – whether relatives, friends, or acquaintances is to present it as an opportunity to enhance their walk with the Lord.  It offers a fresh perspective on our relationship with Jesus Christ and what that relationship means.

  (See top of next column >)




  It is one way to see God working in the world, and it helps us answer the call to be God’s disciples.  As we practice the disciplines of prayer, consistent Bible study, and Christian action, we enhance our spiritual sensibilities and thus have clearer ability to see God’s plan.  Seeing that plan will better equip us to adjust our lives accordingly in obedience to God’ leading.

When speaking to individuals, it is important to affirm them in their walk with the Lord.  They need to know that The Walk to Emmaus is one of many effective instruments for Christian growth.  It is not a vehicle for mending relationships or for healing emotional wounds.  Even though you may share The Walk to Emmaus with persons who are going through traumatic experiences, wisely advise them to wait until they get through the trauma before they consider attending The Walk.  Prospective pilgrims must be able to set everything aside during an Emmaus weekend and focus on their relationship with Jesus Christ to receive fully what God will offer.

Often you may encounter persons who have never heard of The Walk to Emmaus.  As a result of casual conversation, you may have the opportunity to tell them about it.  For persons who have never heard of Emmaus, the important thing is to help them understand the positive, dynamic impact this movement is making on the Christian church all over the world.  Lives are being changed in dramatic ways.  God is moving in the hearts of people through the power of the Holy Spirit, and The Walk to Emmaus is one vehicle God is using in this way. 

Be sensitive to each individual and share your experience in simple terms.  Avoid using “Emmaus” words and expressions.  Freely use brochures and other materials provided by The Upper Room that help explain The Walk to Emmaus.  Give an overview of the weekend and answer any questions an individual may have
  



(See next page)

Personal Contact Techniques for

Sponsoring Pilgrims (continued)
.

  Listed below are some important points related to contacting individuals:

· Pray about whom to sponsor.

· Wait for God’s leading.

· Be sure you are contacting Christians who belong to a church.

· Use a personal setting to speak with people (your home or their home).

· Affirm the person’s walk with the Lord.

· Be open in your discussions.

· Testify to the changes in your life following your Walk experience.

· Use simple terms and avoid Emmaus jargon.

· Share that Emmaus is not a secret society.

Here are ways to spread information about Emmaus:

· Obtain permission to place informational brochures and registration forms in display areas with the church.

· List Emmaus events and activities on your church calendar, including the dates for upcoming Walks.

· Put notices in church bulletins or newsletters inviting persons interested in The Walk to Emmaus to attend the gatherings and to contact someone who has attended regarding sponsorship.

· Invite persons personally to the gatherings.

· Publish times and places of reunion groups, making it clear that anyone can be a part of a reunion group whether they have attended a Walk or not.

· Acknowledge those who have attended a Walk and those who have participated on a team.

· Develop a connection with denominational leaders to keep them informed about Emmaus.  This contact helps them recognized Emmaus as a valuable and responsible part of the body of Christ.

· Introduce Emmaus through intentional group meetings where supportive Emmaus pilgrims and clergy are present.

Wise, intentional sponsorship is the foundation for building renewal in the church.  Sponsors need to carry out the details of sponsorship seriously and conscientiously.  Once you decide to be a sponsor, include God as your guide and counselor.  Much prayer should precede an invitation to sponsor someone on a Walk.  You must have a strong sense of God’s leading when considering whom you should sponsor.  The intent of The Walk to Emmaus is to develop leaders who will return to the church – God’s church – and revitalize that congregation.  Since it is God’s church, God knows best who is needed when and for what.  Each step of sponsorship must include God.

The Walk to Emmaus is a tried and true movement.  God has used Emmaus to change and mold many lives and God will continue to do so as long as we allow it.
MEN’S WALK #44 TEAM

The following Team Members for Men’s Walk #44 have been announced. Please keep them in your prayers. Don’t forget your Agape!
Lay Director-

Tim Buntain

Spiritual Director-
Jo Powers

Live-In (Assistant) 

Spiritual Director- Rick Stuhmer

Music Director-
Alan Hall

Assistant Lay Directors:

Jon Widmer

Paul Barnes

Art Hall

Mark Belote

Table Leaders:



Jim Jackson

Javier Lerma

Larry Waite

Jeff Blair

Grant Wilkinson

Dan Bare

Jim Isley

Ass’t Table Leaders:

Greg Norris

Tom King

Dave Zale

Rick Wright

Bill Holsopple

Logs:

Ken Switzer

Ron Zenz

****************************

MEN’S WALK #44 

PILGRIM LIST

Please pray for the following Pilgrims who will be attending our Men’s Walk #44 at Epworth UMC July 15-18.

Sheridan Bilen- Central Mennonite

Brad Burhart – Fallen Timbers 
Community

Mark Burton- Epworth UMC

Dan Camick- Ashwood Ave. Baptist

Jay Collins- Maumee UMC

Jeff Davidson- Maumee UMC

Dan Durkin- Crosswords Community

Chris Ebright- New Start UMC

Scot Gregg- NW Christian Church

Rob Hatcher

Gerry Johnstone- Epworth UMC

Greg Kosier, II- Cedar Creek

Jon Kundo- Delta Church of God

Jim Law- UMC

Lee Mann- Waterville Community

Matt McMahon- University Bible 
Fellowship

Todd Mewborn- Crosswords 
Community

Jeff Miller- First United Brethern

Jay Myers- Hope UMC

Denny Noss- Clyde Christian Church

David Reiser - St. Paul Lutheran

Dan Sanderson- Aldersgate UMC

Keith Smith- First United Brethern

James Van Etten- Cedar Creek

Alan Wilcox- Maumee UMC

Mike Sopko- Clear Creek Church

From the Worship Chair

I'm looking for persons interested in Music (vocal, instrumental, dance, or other) to do "Special Music" during the Walk Weekends, and "Special Music" for the Gatherings (Bryan and Toledo). Please let me know what your 'gift' is! 

I'm looking for persons interested in being "Music Directors" for Walk Weekends. If you don’t think you are capable, be an “Assistant Director” some weekend to see if you can handle it before being a "Director". 

I'm looking for persons that attend the "Bryan Gatherings" (2nd Sunday of each month) to be in charge of the following:

1) Contacting the Worship Leaders and being Worship Leaders – (Now performed by Jack & Amy Brace)

2) Contacting the Special Music person/group and being Special Music.

3) Person or Persons in charge of setting-up and cleaning-up for the Social part of the Gathering (if enough persons are interested, this could be rotated so that you would only have to do it once or twice a year)  

If interested in any of the above, please contact Pam Elting by e-mail (6eltings@cityofbryan.net) or phone #419-636-0395.  Please let me know your name, phone number, e-mail, and which position you are interested in with also your musical gift that you will be sharing.  If you would like to know any additional information, please contact me.  I'd be happy to share! 

Thanks! Blessings,

Pam Elting

Worship Chair

SUBSCRIBE TO THE 

JOYFUL NOISE

- PRINT EDITION

(If you have already paid for a subscription this year, Please ignore this article.) 

IF you want to receive printed copies of the Joyful Noise, you need to subscribe every year. The Joyful Noise is published 10 times per year - in every month except April and September. We mail the May and August copies to the entire Community to announce Board of Director candidacy (May) and ballots (August). So, if you have enjoyed reading this and have not yet subscribed for 2004, please subscribe now. The requested contribution is $10.00 per year, and any extra money we have left over helps in our various ministries. 

If you want to receive the Joyful Noise in print, and cannot make a contribution now, don’t let the requested contribution bother you. Please send in a subscription request anyway and we will still put you on the mailing list.  Our annual renewal of subscriptions helps us cover our printing and mailing costs and helps us keep our mailing list up to date of community members.  To subscribe, send a check made payable to NWO Emmaus/Chrysalis for $10.00, to: 


Ken Switzer 


2511 Cotswold Rd. 


Toledo, OH  43617. 

