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COMMUNITY NEWS BITS

Great Attendance at Candlelight and Closing in Bryan, 2-18/19. Men’s Walk #49. Large Walk- 37 Pilgrims. Word is it was the Best Walk Ever - (Really).

The Offering at Candlelight on Saturday in Bryan was terrific and very timely. Board has approved purchase of a new laptop to make sure all teams have one available. Also purchased a new Bunn Coffee Pot to make sure everybody is awake when they need to be awake. 

New Board alignment working well. Splitting of Logistics, Kitchen, Worship, and Agape (and working as a team)  already paying dividends. Projected benefits include less burnout and more servanthood. Tough to beat.

Board is very appreciative of Jeff Blair and his willingness to serve “ex-officio” on the Board this year. Jane Whisler also continuing as Database Chairperson. (Thank you both!!).

Save October for Emmaus.  Planning on TWO (2) Walks back to back. October 19-22 for MW #51, and October 26-29 for Women’s #60.  Plan to get your share group to help volunteer at something….
Clown Training now on-going. (Emmaus clowns only if you must ask) Contact Terry Roose at 419-924-2663 to schedule.

Sign up for email announcements from Board or Joyful Noise on the NWO Emmaus website. www.nwoemmaus.org. 

Current Walk Registrations are available on the web to be downloaded. When was the last time you used one?  Remember the feeling you felt at Closing on your first Walk?  Get it again when you sponsor someone.

Emmaus not for everyone. Need a home church and desire to grow in faith. Emmaus not to “fix people’s problems”. Growing closer to the Lord will certainly help though!

LOGs working out great. Saves time for ALD’s to spend more conference room time/time with Pilgrims. Still plenty opportunity for Community to help. Call any Logistics or Kitchen Chair.

                                                                                            Ken Switzer, Chairperson/LD

*****

WHEN EMMAUS MEETS, EMMAUS EATS!

Remember to bring food or pop to Gatherings, etc.

*****

FROM THE SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Dear Community,
The season of Lent is upon us as we exit February on fat Tuesday and enter March on Ash Wednesday.  This forty-day (not counting Sundays) time of preparation for the Great Fifty Days of Easter has been historically a time for those interested in becoming Christians to receive instruction in the faith to which they are going to commit themselves.  After this forty days of intensive Christian training, they’d be baptized early Easter morning and then celebrate Holy Communion for the first time in their new white robes.  They received these new white robes after they came through the waters of baptism.   As part of the sacrament of Baptism, they renounced Satan and the forces of evil, confessed their belief in Jesus Christ, stripped off their old garments, entered the baptismal waters, being buried with Christ and rising with Him in the newness of life and received a new white garment signifying the change.  Against this backdrop, let’s look at the Ash Wednesday Scripture from the Hebrew Bible, Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 and see how Lent is also a time of preparation for the Baptized as well.

1Blow the ram’s horn trumpet in Zion!  Trumpet the alarm on my holy mountain!  Shake the country up!  God’s Judgment’s on its way—the Day’s almost here!  2A black day! A Doomsday!  Clouds with no silver lining!  Like dawn light moving over the mountains, a huge army is coming.  There’s never been anything like it and never will be again.  12But there’s also this, it’s not too late—God’s personal Message!—“Come back to me and really mean it!  Come fasting and weeping, sorry for your sins!”  13Change your life, not just your clothes.  Come back to God, your God.  And here’s why: God is kind and merciful.  He takes a deep breath, puts up with a lot,  This most patient God, extravagant in love, always ready to cancel catastrophe.  14Who knows? Maybe he’ll do it now, maybe he’ll turn around and show pity.  Maybe, when all’s said and done, there’ll be blessings full and robust for your God!  15Blow the ram’s horn trumpet in Zion!  Declare a day of repentance, a holy fast day.  Call a public meeting.  16Get everyone there. Consecrate the congregation.  Make sure the elders come, but bring in the children, too, even the nursing babies, Even men and women on their honeymoon—interrupt them and get them there.  17Between Sanctuary entrance and altar, let the priests, God’s servants, weep tears of repentance.  Let them intercede: “Have mercy, God, on your people!  Don’t abandon your heritage to contempt.  Don’t let the pagans take over and rule them and sneer, ‘And so where is this God of theirs?’” (The Message)

Here, Joel sounds the alarm of impending judgment, but also that it’s not too late to come back to God.  The forty days of Lent is a time for us to spend time with God and examine ourselves and allow God to examine us.  As we do this we can repent and turn back to God and His ways and really mean it.  In verse 13, God calls to have more than our clothes changed but also to experience a real life change.  He calls us to come fasting.  This is why many give “things” up for Lent and yet, for many, it has become something we do because that is what we’re suppose to do.  We don’t understand this means of grace called fasting.

 Fasting is a means of grace that connects us to God.  Both the Old and the New Testaments teach fasting.  From the prophet Isaiah we hear, “Do you think this is the kind of fast day I’m after: a day to show off humility? To put on a pious long face and parade around solemnly in black? Do you call that fasting, a fast day that I, God, would like? This is the kind of fast day I’m after: to break the chains of injustice, get rid of exploitation in the workplace, free the oppressed, cancel debts. What I’m interested in seeing you do is: sharing your food with the hungry, inviting the homeless poor into your homes, putting clothes on the shivering ill-clad, being available to your own families.”

And from our Lord Jesus Christ as translated in the Message, “‘When you practice some appetite-denying discipline [fasting] to better concentrate on God, don’t make a production out of it. It might turn you into a small-time celebrity but it won’t make you a saint. If you ‘go into training’ inwardly, act normal outwardly. Shampoo and comb your hair, brush your teeth, wash your face. God doesn’t require attention-getting devices. He won’t overlook what you are doing; he’ll reward you well.”

This discipline can be understood as fasting from the things of earth to allow time for feasting on the things of the Spirit.  The spiritual practice of fasting should be learned from a pastor or spiritual director.  Fasting can include refraining from activities that hinder our relationship with God.  We can fast from television, from complaining, or from any activity that keeps us from God.  It is a practice that God calls us to, in Joel, accompanied by repentance, a turning back to God—a patient God, extravagant in love, who is merciful and puts up with a lot.  Return to God and connect with God through the means of grace of fasting this Lent.  As we do so, may we experience God afresh and may we never hear the sneer, “So where is this God of theirs?” 

DeColores,                                                          Rick Stuhmer Community Spiritual Director

*****

WOMEN’S WALK #57, MARCH 16-19, BRYAN

Team
Lay Director               




          Vicki Mack

Spiritual Director





      Mary Schondel

Asst. Spiritual Director



                     Diane Schaffner

Asst.Lay Directors         Debbie Powazki, Cheri Christenson, Connie Tibbets, Judy Hawkins

Music Director                                                                                                    Lynette Skiles

Asst. Music Director                                                                                             Angie Myers

Table Leaders                                    Rita Bare, Sara Myles, JoAnn Cousino, Melody Binion,

                                                                          Julie Slagle, Diane Zeedyk, RuthAnn Johnson

Asst. Table Leaders                   Karen Pastor, Amy Blankenship, Lori Fay, Andrea Kennedy

                                                                                       Sharon Obee, Sue Spieth, Laura Beck 

LOGs                                                       Joyce Smith, Julie Zenz, Sue Oskey, Cathy Brillhart

Pilgrims

Cheryl Adesi 




                
 Vineyard Christian

Connie Barnhart




              Bethany Assembly

Kathleen A. Bunkers




                    Epworth UMC

Cynthia Ceravolo



           
           New Life Tabernacle

Joanne Champion




       
        Epworth UMC

Rosanne A. Clark




           New Life Tabernacle

Jodi DeLaney






            Cornerstone

Karen L. Doriot






       Maumee UMC

Jodi L. Ely







         Oasis

Adrienne L. Faust                                                       
       Crossroads Community

Kristine Grooms



   

  Living Faith UMC

Marcia Hauer





 New Hope United Brethren

Deb Hayward





        Crossroads Community

Lisa Keaffaber




         

         Epworth UMC

Elizabeth Lawson



           

  St. John’s Lutheran

Carol Martin





             Liberty Chapel U.M.

Cheri Moore





            New Life Tabernacle

Diane Kay Morr



     
         Delta United Methodist

Marcia Moussa





    Calvary United Methodist

Tana Mugler





        Crossroads Community

Pam Puccetti




        
        Crossroads Community

Ruth Robinson





        
     
      Cadmus

Lyn Rogers





 
   St. John Episcopal

Bobbi Sanders






        Epworth UMC

Karen Schramm






        Maumee UMC

Courtney Shabram-Beach




First Church of God

Jessica Short





           St. Martin’s Lutheran

Judy Smith



  
      
       Christ United Methodist

Margaret A. Snavely




      
          St. Paul UMC

Pamela A. Stotz



             

 New Hope United Brethren

Lauri S. White







 Cedarcreek

JulieWietezykaiski






          UMC

Shirley L Yantiss




             

First Baptist

*****

GATHERINGS/CANDLELIGHT

While it is clearly the mission of Emmaus to prompt your involvement in your local church, we urge your consistent involvement with us in the Emmaus Community, too.  How about making arrangements right now to attend at least five of the following community events this year?

· Saturday night Candlelights (8:00 p.m.) in conjunction with our walks in 2006 (3/18, 10/14, 10/21 at Wesley M.C. in Bryan; 6/17, 7/22, 8/19 at Epworth U.M.C. in Toledo).

· Gatherings at Wesley in Bryan at 7:30 p.m. on 4/8, 5/20, 9/16.

· Reunion Gatherings the week after our 2006 walks at Epworth in Toledo at 7:30 p.m. on 3/24, 6/23, 7/28, 8/4 and 10/27.

· Other monthly Gatherings at Epworth on 4/28, 5/26, and 9/22.

· Our combined, total Emmaus Community Gathering to be held on December 8 at a location named later.

· Or schedule your own Gathering in your community or at your church! I went to one held in Swanton a couple of summers ago and it really pulled in some folks that do not get the opportunity to attend in Toledo or Bryan routinely.

By my count that is almost 20 opportunities to reacquaint with Emmaus friends, to praise God, to see and hear what is happening around NW Ohio Emmaus, Chrysalis, and Kairos and, of course, eat!

We know there are many, many activities that pull at your time (kids, work, school, church, friends, social commitments, etc.) Don’t you feel that making a commitment to at least five Emmaus events can fit in there somewhere? We would love to see you again, pray with you again, and sing with you again.

                                                                                             Jeff Blair, Ex Officio

*****

SPONSORSHIP RESPONSIBILITIES

The sponsor for a pilgrim to our community has an extensive list of responsibilities that continue over a long period of time – from several weeks before The Walk, intensively during the Walk, to several months after The Walk.  Sponsorship should be considered your first act of agape for a pilgrim.  The following is a list of responsibilities as outlined in The Emmaus Library book Sponsorship by Richard and Janine Gilmore.  

1. The sponsor’s first responsibility is to spend concentrated time in prayer in an effort to discern whom God wants you to sponsor.

2. Once you have discerned God’s will about whom to contact, your next responsibility is to continue to spend time in prayer.  Devote this prayer time to your potential pilgrim and yourself.

3. When you have discerned that the time is right, make an appointment to meet with the potential pilgrim.

4. Give your prospective pilgrim an application.

5. Obtain the application from the potential pilgrim and see that all information is complete before submitting the application to the Men’s or Women’s registrar – don’t forget to complete your sponsor information.

6. Begin preparations to request the personal agape letters for your pilgrim once he/she has been confirmed for a Walk Weekend.

7. A few days before The Walk, contact your pilgrim once again to remind them about the upcoming Walk.

8. Take your pilgrim to The Walk site and assist with check-in.  Once your pilgrim has been introduced you will then attend the Sponsor’s Hour.

9. Spend as much time as possible in prayer for your pilgrim during The Walk weekend.

10. Throughout the weekend of The Walk, check on your pilgrim’s family.

11. Attend the Saturday night candlelight service.

12. Attend closing and remember that the sponsor’s responsibilities do not end with taking your pilgrim home.  You are to take the new Emmaus Community member to the reunion gathering following The Walk Weekend and help him/her in joining a share group.

13. Bring the new community member to gatherings and introduce them to other members of our Emmaus Community.

14. Teach your new Emmaus member how to be a good sponsor.

EMMAUS SPONSORSHIP TRAINING DATES

As a reminder, the Emmaus Board of Northwest Ohio has mandated sponsorship training for first-time sponsors.  The following list contains dates and times of the required training.  Also invited are those who may have already been a sponsor but would like to attend a class for a review of their responsibilities.

TOLEDO 

Friday, April 28th, 2006



6:30 P.M.

Friday, May 26th, 2006



6:30 P.M.

Friday, September 22nd, 2006



6:30 P.M.

*****Note:  All Dates are prior to Toledo Gatherings *****

BRYAN 


Saturday, April 8th, 2006



6:30 P.M.


Saturday, May 20th, 2006



6:30 P.M.


Saturday, September 16th, 2006


6:30 P.M.


Saturday, November 28th, 2006


6:30 P.M.

*****Note:  All Dates are prior to Bryan Gatherings *****

There will also be an additional sponsorship training class prior to the combined 

December gathering.  This date, time, and place will be announced in a future newsletter.

Please note:  If there are not at least five members signed up for the workshop it may be cancelled.  These dates have been scheduled after careful consideration and are based on the “master calendar” of the Board of Emmaus of Northwest Ohio.  If you are considering sponsoring a Pilgrim please plan to attend one of these sponsorship classes.  Bring fellow members and plan on attending the Gathering and sharing fellowship with other members of the Community!

To register for this training, or if you have any questions related to sponsorship please contact Tracy Szirony, Sponsorship Chair, at  tszirony@meduohio.edu ,   (419) 841-3450 – Home, (419) 383-5847 – Work, or (419) 356-8102 – cell.

We look forward to your participation in an informal atmosphere that will answer many questions you may have related to sponsorship.

                                                                                               DeColores,   Tracy

*****

CLOWN TRAINING

Terry Roose has agreed to provide Clown Training for the NWO Emmaus Community.  The training sessions will be held at Wesley United Methodist Church in Bryan in the fellowship hall. If you would like to train to be a clown for the Walks, please contact Terry as soon as possible at 419-924-2663.  

*****

2006 EMMAUS BOARD MEMBERS

  POSITION
             
NAME

       PHONE


EMAIL
Spiritual Director
Rev Rick Stuhmer
 419-256-6236     rickstuhmer@earthlink.net







 419-748-8661


Chairperson/LD
Ken Switzer – 07
 419-517-3377     Krs43617@yahoo.com

Leadership

Lisa Walz – 07
 419-636-8913     lktriplea@cityofbryan.net Sec’y/Treasurer
Marian Buntain-08
 419-868-8822     mbuntain@timarian.com

Ex-Officio

Jeff Blair  

 419-535-8846     jblair@namsa.com

Men’s Registrar
Steve Brillhart - 09
 734-847-6107     topbrilling@yahoo.com

Women’s Registrar
Mary Krogman – 08
 419-264-6431     terryk54249@earthlink.net

Sponsorship

Tracy Szirony – 08
 419-841-3450     tszirony@meduohio.edu

Good Shepherd
Barb Zale - 07
 419-697-9305     Granybarb@aol.com

Outreach

IlaMae Maurer– 07
 419-826-5781     ilanmouse@juno.com

Chrysalis

Jim Jackson 

 419-472-9219     jimkrisjackson@aol.com  

West Log

Dave Reiser -09
 419-636-2613     dreIser@penrodcpa.com

West Kitchen

Holly Seguin – 08
 734-322-7250     hollyseguin@msn.com

West Worship
Cindy Stanton - 09
 419-636-8375     ucmom@cityofbryan.net

West Agape

Becky Snyder – 08
 419-762-5365     resnyder@adelphia.net

East Log
           Alan Hall – 08 
 419-666-4983     aahall@adelphia.net

East Kitchen

Jay Collins – 09
 419-385-4891     jjcigar@buckeye-access.com

East Worship

Gerry Johnstone-09
 419-865-9375     armadillo@ameritech.net

East Agape

Lori Fay - 09

 419-829-5600     felis6@earthlink.net

Wesley Liaison
Larry Zuvers 

 419-636-2329     lzuvers@northweststate.edu

Epworth Liaison
Laura Switzer
 419-517-3377     switzer@buckeye-express.com

Ex-Officio/Kairos
John Irwin

 419-868-7575     j.Irwin@bex.net

Jane Whisler is no longer on the board but has agreed to continue database management.  We thank you, Jane.

Database Mgnmt
Jane Whisler
 
 419-636-3015
bryan_so@nwoca.org

*****

WHAT IS THE WALK TO EMMAUS?

Do you have trouble trying to describe to others what the Walk to Emmaus is?  I know I have, and until I read through the Upper Room Handbook on Emmaus, I really didn’t know what to say to people about the Emmaus weekend, other than things like “I can’t explain it.  You just have to experience it!”  I’ve had it explained to me that way as well.  I know lots of people who just aren’t comfortable with that explanation, and they wonder what all the secrecy is about.  Maybe we can’t put into words our “experience”, but we can be more “descriptive” and open about the things we participated in throughout the weekend.  I’d like to give you some insight, and perhaps help you explain this weekend to others in a way that will give them an overview of what the weekend is all about without sounding so vague or secretive.  I will be quoting from the Handbook, (copied with permission from the Walk to Emmaus Handbook on Emmaus), thereby giving you the expressed view in the model by the Upper Room. 

The Purpose of Emmaus (pg. 2)

“The Purpose of Emmaus is to renew the church as the body of the risen Christ in the world through the renewal of Christians as faithful and committed disciples of Jesus Christ.  Emmaus expands participants’ spiritual lives, deepens their discipleship and rekindles their gifts as Christian leaders in their churches and communities…Persons whose spiritual lives are renewed and strengthened through Emmaus are called to share within their community the grace they receive.”

There is Nothing Secret about Emmaus (pg. 137)

“Emmaus pilgrims can harm the unity of the church by acting as though Emmaus involves secrecy, like a lodge or a mystery cult.  The single greatest obstacle to a graceful relationship between Emmaus and the church over the years has been the image of secrecy.  Secrets create barriers; they bind together those “in the know” and separate them from those who do not know.  The only secret Christians share is a secret we are called to tell:  “the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and generations but has now been revealed…which is Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:26-27).”

“There is nothing secret about Emmaus.  Even Candlelight, personal agape letters, and the community’s presence at the Closing can be mentioned when Emmaus is explained to a person being sponsored.  Our hope is that these events will be experienced afresh as surprises and as gifts.  But even when these events are known, little is lost when pilgrims actually encounter the love that these special events of the weekend communicate.  When asked a specific question, pilgrims should give an honest and truthful answer.  

Emmaus pilgrims hurt the movement by saying to persons ‘Well, I can’t tell you what happens”.  This is not true.  We may have difficulty putting into words the experience of the weekend, and we can say more than our friends are interested in hearing.  Nevertheless, the weekend contains objective ingredients that can and should be shared with persons who are being sponsored….such as talks, discussion groups, meaningful services of prayer and Holy Communion, and acts of love by a support community”. 

(end of quotes)

So you see, as a Christian Community, we need to be honest and open in describing the weekend to others.  It is ok to not reveal every detail, but we can tell them about the activities they will participate in (mentioned in the previous paragraph)…activities which will serve to teach, create new Christian relationships, and to strengthen their spiritual lives and renew their commitment to being disciples of Christ.  

I hope these insights from the Upper Room Model have helped to make you more comfortable in describing the Emmaus weekends to others as much as it helped me.

                                         DeColores,                                        Lisa Walz, Leadership Chairperson

******

WELCOME TO THE COMMUNITY

  
We are happy to welcome the following men who just completed Men’s Walk #47 into the North West Ohio Emmaus Community:

Aaron Anderson, Steve Batterson,  Dave Beerbower, Brian Bullard, Gary Butler, Keith Carr,  John Ceravulo, Terrance Edwards, Doug Hauer, Donald Hottenstein, Matt King, Reau Koffman, Oliver Konteh, Norm Kurtz, Kevin Kutzli ,Daryl Lajiness, Jeff Leatherman, Chris Mack, Joe Malaczewski, Brian McClarren, Rich Menzel, Dave Middlekauf, Roger Morr, Gary Mosier, George Mullins, Dennis Myers, Mitchell Owens, Brent Pettigrew, Carl Rood, Bob Sanders, Tom Schaeffer, Matt Slick, Wes Smith, Phillip Stotz, Tom Trejo, John Waterbury, and Harold Wooten,

*****
EMMAUS FEATURED IN RADIO INTERVIEW

On Thursday morning, February 23, Doyle W. Ayers,  NWO Men’s Walk #37, was interviewed on FM 89.3 about the Emmaus Community.  He did a terrific job, sharing information about the community, its history, a little about the weekend itself, and how to become involved.

He personalized his experience by saying his walk experience caused him to become more involved in sharing God’s word. He has served on two weekends, been on two walk teams and three Kairos teams.  He believes he has become a bolder witness while he works in the remodeling business, sometimes wearing t-shirts which help to start conversations in which he can share his faith.  He definitely witnessed as to his belief in the love and grace of God as he spoke during the interview.  

Harold Wooten, a new pilgrim, accompanied him to the interview and voiced his feelings of still being in awe of the unbelievable, breathtaking agape love experienced on his recent walk.

Thank you both for your discipleship and for spreading the word about Emmaus.

*****

DATES TO REMEMBER!

Mar. 16-19         Women’s Walk #57, Bryan

Mar. 18             Candlelight, Bryan 8:00 PM

Mar. 24.           Walk #57 Reunion, 6:30 PM.

                          Toledo Gathering, 7:30 PM

Apr. 8                   Bryan Gathering 7;30 PM

        


         Sponsorship Training, Bryan, 6:30 PM

Apr. 21               Toledo Gathering, 7:30 PM

May 4-7                                          Kairos #6

*****

Northwest Ohio Emmaus Community

KEEP THOSE UPDATES COMING
As our Community continues to grow with the addition of new members after each Walk, the board wants to make sure effective communication continues to all of our members.  With this in mind, I will be asking for periodic updates from members of the community so that we can keep in touch with each of you and find ways that you would like to serve within our community.  This information will be passed on to the board members so that servanthood needs may be met in the different areas of our community.

Keeping our community database updated will only be successful with your help.  If you or someone you know has moved, changed phone numbers or changed email accounts, I would like to have you contact me with the new information.  My name is Jane Whisler and you can contact me by phone at my home: 419-636-3015 or by email at: bryan_so@nwoca.org.  You will also have an opportunity to check the information we have in the database during the Walk weekends.  Copies of the data will be available for you to check and make corrections to in the Agape room over the next several Walk weekends.

You can also let me know if you have a special area that you would like to serve the community in – board membership, sponsorship, kitchen, logistics, social, agape, worship, music ???  Where and how is God leading you to serve our Community?  Many workers are needed – before, during and after Walk weekends to make them successful.  Prayerfully consider the areas that God calls you to.

. 

DeColores – Jane Whisler

Newsletter


of the Emmaus and Chrysalis Community








MARCH, 2006





The JOYFUL NOISE











It has been the practice to send two issues of The Joyful Noise per year to everyone in our database.  At a recent board meeting it was decided to mail a third issue which would be March this year.  We are hoping to improve our communications and ask any of you who know of someone not receiving information to advise them to send address changes to Jane Whisler (see article later in this newsletter.)





Anyone wishing to receive e-mail announcements when The Joyful Noise is posted to the website, other announcements of changes, etc. between issues, or Chronicles announcements, or all three, should go to www.nwoemmaus.org and click on to the link at the top of the page.  From there you will enter your e-mail address and sign up for whichever type of announcement in which you are interested.  Because of legalities it is necessary for you to do this yourself.  Sorry, we can’t do it for you.


  


If you no longer wish to receive The Joyful Noise when we do the community-wide mailing, we would appreciate knowing that, also.
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